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Die Offisiéle Orgaan van die Suid-Afrikaanse Biblioteekvereniging 
Deel 4 April — 1937 No. 4 


BLISS’ SYSTEM OF BIBLIOGRAPHIC 
CLASSIFICATION 
a reply to Mr. Kennedy’s review in S. A. L. 4 : 1—10, 51—58 


R. F. Kennedy, Esq., 
Librarian of the Johannesburg Public Library, 


Dear Sir: 


Your studies of my System of Bibliographic Classification, which you 
contributed to South African Libraries for July and October, are remarkable 
for clear understanding and appreciation, and I am deeply grateful for 
them. In the second part, however, your more detailed scrutiny has 
raised questions that I think your readers would be interested to have 
me answer. This would not imply much difference of opinion. But in 


a few cases I think I should add some explanation. 

In general the logical principle of subordinaticn is fundamental and it 
should determine the structure. The pragmatic principle of collocation 
of closely related subject-matters is accordingly complementary to, and 
consistent with subordination, rather than antithetic to it. Maximal 
efficiency depends on both principles being developed in consistency with 
the scientific and educational organizations of subject-matters, with which 
books and studies are usually consistent. Yet, when convenience requires, 
the collocation may become more important than the logical or scientific 
order. We may then require practical re-groupings of logical classifications. 

The general in scope, or the comprehensive, is distinct from the 
general in treatment, or the generalized. Periodicals and miscellanies, 
however special their component parts, may be general in scope. On the 
other hand, a special subject, e. g. Cyclones, may be treated generally, 
or generalized. Hence we have an order for subdivisions, which may be 
exemplified for Economics as follows : 

General in scope (may be general or special in form or treatment) : 

Economics in general: Class 'T’, sections Tl to T8, also perhaps ele- 

mentary books marked with the single capital T; 
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T1 Encyclopaedias, Dictionaries, and similar reference books ; 

T2 Bibliographies of Economics ; 

T3 Economics as a study : Books about Economics in general ; 

T33 History of Economics in general, or general history of Economics ; 
T4 Biography of Economists ; 

T5 Statistics for Economic science or study ; 

T6 Periodicals of miscellaneous economic contents ; 

T7 Miscellaneous collections, essays, readings, etc. 

T8 Economic History, general. 


General in scope and in treatment : (Alternatives under History are under 
LG, under MA, and under the several nations). 


T Economics, Elementary, Text-books, Introductions, Outlines, etc. 
(T9 might be used for this caption) ; 

TA Economics, Treatises, Principles, Comprehensive works ; 

TAA Theoretical, Philosophical, and Mathematical Treatises(general). 


Not so general in scope and more special in treatment : 
TB Social Economics. 


Indeed special in scope, though general in treatment : 
TD Industrial Economics ; 
TDG Overproduction (special in scope and probably special in treat- 
ment). 


The subjects in the table above are all related, but those marked T,TA, 
and TAA are most closely related and may be hardly distinct. Librarians 
distinguish between them in purchasing books and in advising readers, but 
classifications in general use (except one or two) do not distinguish between 
them; nor do they distinguish between books about a subject in general and 
books treating the subject generally, or comprehensively. But, when one 
does make these distinctions, one soon discovers the inconvenience of 
interposing the bibliographic, historical, biographical, statistical, periodical 
and miscellaneous ancillary materials of like general scope (though of special 
form or treatment) between those very closely related classes marked T, 
TA, and TAA. If such heterogeneous materials were so intruded for the 
sake of logical subordination, efficiency by collocation would be impaired 
by much dislocation. 


From the section on Anterior Subdivisions in the Introductory chapter 
of my System of Bibliographic Classification (pp.14—15) the following quota- 
tion is a propos : “To place the reference, ancillary, and miscellaneous items 
ahead of the general subject may seem inconsistent. But these items are 
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general in scope, though they may be very special in use... In the caption 
and synopsis the general should precede the special and the miscellaneous ; 
but in the detailsof the schedules and in the order of books or cards, 
correlatively to the notation, it seems more convenient to have the reference, 
ancillary, and miscellaneous items of general scope precede the special 
and to avoid placing them between the general subject and the special 
treatment of it, followed by the general treatment of its special branches. 
Furthermore, for mnemcnic notation it is advantageous to use the nume- 
rals for these recurrent items ; the anterior position for them is the more 
distinctive as well as the more convenient.” 


Moreover such special details as appear under sections T1—T9 may 
be regarded as subordinate to the general Class 'T’, in the same sense as 
TA, TB, TC, TD, etc. are subordinate to that class ; and the schedules 
and the shelf-labels should prominently indicate this relation ; and their 
sub-sections, TAA, TBA, TBC, TDC, etc. are similarly subordinate to 
those sections in a three-dimensional classification. For the elementary 
text-books, etc., the class-mark 'T is conveniently brief for books likely to 
be used most often. If one should object to the slight logical inconsistency, 
one may just substitute T9 for T. Thatis simple. This answers the question 
you raised, remarking that “this is a most peculiar order.” 


For similar reasons of collocation the History of Philosophy is expanded 
in sections AA to AD, ahead of the writings of the philosophers, individual 
and collected, in AE, the writings about philosophy in general in AF, the 
General Systematic Philosophy, AG, and Metaphysics, AH. You found 
this ‘‘from a practical point of view very satisfactory, for it does most effect- 
ively collocate like subjects, but it is certainly neither logical nor scientific.” 
Are you sure it is illogical or unscientific ? If so, by what logic and what 
science ? Yet practically any one who finds it unsatisfactory may simply use 
the prescribed alternative, sections A3 and A4, for History, Biography, and 
Criticism of Philosophy and of Science, and he may subdivide those sections 
according to his desires ; then he may use A5, the prescribed alternative © 
for the Writings of the Philosophers (instead of AE). This would leave 
AA to AD unused. 


Regarding scientific technology in applied sciences, the recent literature 
convinces one that the more scientific and mathematic technologies are not 
to be separated from their respective sciences as is done in the Decimal 
Classification and in that of the Library of Congress. This applies most 
emphatically to Electrical technology, including Radio-communication, and 
to Hydraulic and Aerodynamic technology, but no less to Chemical tech- 
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nology and industry. Yet the alternatives are presented under the Industrial 
Arts and Technology (Class U). For less scientific and for minor technologies 
the relevant scientific subject-matter is subordinated to the subjects, 
e. g. Ceramics. Photography has the Alternatives, VR under Arts and CF, 
under Photochemistry. Telegraphy, Telephony, and Radio-communication 
have provision under Economics for their economic relations and aspects. 
If so desired, the scientific or technologic studies relevant to these subjects 
could be combined with the economic. 


But in Anthropology and Medical Science (Class H) you have touched 
upon a more difficult question. The study of the Human Body bifurcates 
after section HG, one limb continuing in Health, Hygiene, (HH-H1I), 
Physical Training (HJ-HK), and Recreation (HL). The other limb is 
for the Medical Science in the more special sense, and with its more 
special branches (HM-HY). As the author and his library have been less 
occupied with Medical Science than with the Human Body in health, this 
branch has been placed first ; but it might have been the other way. The 
broadest aspect is that of the whole science of Man, and even medical men 
are coming to adopt that broad view; their survey is becoming more 
broadly anthropological, or even biological, as may be exemplified by 
the much-read book of Dr. Alexis Carrel. The first of the Anthropologi- 
cal Sciences is Physical Anthropology, which has long had the branch 
Somatology, the Human Body; and this may have many subdivisions, 
including tissues and organs. It seems needless to have the studies of 
Anatomy, Histology and Physiology of the Human Body for the medical 
interests duplicate the anthropological classification in considerable 
detail, or even overlap it to a considerable extent. If these two scientific 
interests are combined, Physical Anthropology may be said to comprise 
four branches : (1) Physical Anthropology in the restricted sense, (HA— 
HC), (2) The Human Body, Anatomy and Physiology, if together, (HD— 
HG), regarded as an extension of Physical Anthropology, (3) Hygiene, 
Physical Training, Sports, and Recreation (HH—HL), and (4) Me- 
dical Science proper, with its branches. For “‘medical’’ interests, the 
third branch being probably less developed, the second branch would be less 
separated fromthe fourth. For general libraries, the fourth branch would 
be relatively less important and any separation would be the less trouble- 
some. In either disposal special subjects might have their different subject 
matters brought together under the one heading or the other, so that the 
anatomy, physiology, and pathology of any region or organ would be in 
close collocation, whether under the caption Regional and Organic Diseases 
(HR) or under Splanchnology (HG), or under some other branch, e.g. 
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Ophthalmology (HW). Several notes in the condensed schedules show 
these relations, and they will, of course, be provided for more fully in the 
expanded schedules now being prepared. 


Regarding the geographical order in my schedules for History, which 
was discussed in the Introduction to my System (pp. 43—4) and which you 
deemed “‘less historically logical than that of Dewey,”’ the writer is one of 
those Americans who believe that America should not be regarded as an 
isolated continent save in a geographic sense — not historically, nor logic- 
ally, not nationally nor internationally —no more than Australia and 
South Africa should be isolated from great Britain. Historically America 
and Australia and South Africa have come from Europe, and _ logically 
their history and culture should be related to the history and culture of 
Europe. Afrikaans (to reply to your question) would, as a dialect, be 
subordinate to Dutch language and literature, YZ, and Schedule 4 would 
place it under YZV. Though Europe has in some ways come from Asia, 
those relations are less important here than these relationships to Ame- 
rica, Australia, and Scuth Africa. ‘This applies of course especially to 
the relations of Western Europe to America, and most especially to the 
relationship of North America to Great Britain. It is for North America 
and Great Britain that my System was especially constructed. With but 
four main classes for the immense content of History including 
political and ethnical geography, my System has L for General 
History and Ancient History, M for Europe, N for America, and O for 
other countries, beginning with Australia in OA. As we are dealing with 
classes, was not that the logical and practical thing to do? For an Asiatic 
nation the alternative discussed in my Introduction (p. 43) may seem 
preferable. The relation of ancient Africa to ancient Europe is provided 
for under Ancient History in sections for Egypt (LM) and for Pheenicia 
and Carthage (LN). Modern Africa is historically subsequent to America 
and also to Asia, but is approached through Turkey and Arabia. The fore- 
going collocations seem the more convenient and the more efficient. But 
the efficiency ascribed to my System is a maximal efficiency, not a maximum, 
in the sense that all relations can be completely satisfied. 


It is your interesting suggestion that the notation of the Systematic 
Schedules might be prefixed by their distinctive numbers so as to indicate 
the mnemonic value of the following letters, e. g. for Schedule 2its 2would 
be prefixed to the letter for the country ; thus Economic Geology of South 

Africa would be EO2uv. Ifthe alternative numeral notation for Schedule 2, 
_which you would prefer, were used, the numeral prefix would be needless. 
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But there are objections. There were nine Systematic Schedules, but now 
there are ten, one for Religions having been added in the new edition now 
in press. And you have made the good suggestion that one for Diseases 
might well avail for Medical Science. The future might want others be- 
sides. Then the Systematic Schedules have their own numeral notation, 
consistently with Schedule 1. The two different series of numerals would 
have to be pointed off with a comma, cr other punctuation. In the expanded 
schedules I have occasionally thus punctuated numerals or letters to clarify 
notation, where it may become too complex. But fundamentally what is 
notation for ? I regard it as mnemonic only in a subsidiary way. Complex 
notations with expansions may become necessary and may still be economi- 
cal. But compounded notations for mnemonic fancies are confounded. For 
instance, Zinc being in the D.C. 546.47 and Paints and pigments being 
667.6 and Painting 698.1 and Houses implied in this last, the important 
subject of Zinc-pigment for house-painting would by what Dewey called 
“number building” beccme(if I figure aright)546.47:667.6:698.1(or perhaps 
something like that). That is what I have called ‘‘notational filigree”. But 
in my System House-building, fitting, etc. is marked UY. For painting 
I would add another letter and for zinc one more, so that such subjects 
require but four or at most five letters. 

It is very pleasant to send this message to your far but friendly land, 
whence has come one of the best reviews of my work. This indeed disproves 
isolation. 

Henry E. Bliss. 
The College of the City of New York, 
November, 13th, 1936. 


South African Library Association: Triennial conference, 1936. 


Several errors inadvertently occurred in the names accompanying the group photograph 
of delegates in our January number, facing page 112 : — 


Back row: For E. 'T. Irons read F. Eybers. 


fs For Richardson read F. W. Richardson. 
Middle row: For Miss Butler read Miss M. Barrett, 


EDUCATION FOR LIBRARY SERVICE 


EDUCATION FOR LIBRARY SERVICE* 
By 
P. C. CorTZEE 
Acting Librarian, University of Pretoria 


The complaint has been made recently that librarians concentrate too 
much upon library method and the characteristics of the librarian, and are 
in danger of forgetting that after all ““The book is the thing”. This criti- 
cism is not altogether unjust. It must, however, be remembered that the 
enormous production of books has brought with it many problems. It has 
brought with it, too, an entirely new profession, that of the modern libra- 
rian as apart from a mere collector of books. 

Although there have been librarians ever since the Babylonians com- 
menced bringing together their clay tablets into large collections, the task 
of the modern librarian on the whole differs enormously from that of his pre- 
decessor. In some respects, however, his work has remained unchanged 
since those far-off days. Some of our important modern library problems 
were anticipated in the Hellenistic period, when the world was flooded with 
a mass of small books on every possible subject. This had the unqualified 
approval of one of the great librarians of antiquity, Callimachus, who is re- 
ported as having said that ‘‘A big book is a big nuisance”. We even find 
rich private owners of libraries imbued with the idea of a free public library(?). 
The invention of the printing press and the advance of general education 
have, however, created a situation which differs in extent from anything our 
predecessors of any period have had to face. 

Prior to the beginning of the nineteenth century the ideal librarian was 
considered, in the first instance, to be a scholar, and particularly an antiqua- 
rian and a booklover. That some librarians of former ages had very little 
to recommend them, is evidenced by an old German book which attempts to 
characterize all professions. It does not consider archivists and librarians 
to be worthy of much attention. ‘‘Archivarii” and ‘“Bibliothecarii’” are 
mentioned but not discussed. They are dismissed in a footnote with the 
two significant words “‘Sind faul’’, anglicé “‘are lazy’. (*) I hope that the 
writer was prejudiced, as he may well have been, if one takes into consi- 
deration the misguided opinions on librarians expressed by modern people, 
who are in other respects quite well-informed. 


* The substance of a paper read at the meeting of the Transvaal Branch of the 
S. A. L. A. held in Pretoria on 17. Febr. 1937. 
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In the past the work of the librarian has been regarded as being exclu- 
sively ‘‘the care of books” and “‘neither the general public nor the scholarly 
world has regarded the custody of books as more than a routine matter, 
or the usefulness of books as depending on anything but the knowledge and 
initiative of readers.”’(?) We have now realized that this is not the only, or 
even the primary task of the librarian, who should be mainly occupied with 
promoting and facilitating the use of books. “Briefly the librarian need not 
discover knowlege nor create books, and his major reascn for existence is 
that his efforts make the content of books more available and operative than 
otherwise it would be’’(‘). 


I am not quite sure what educational and personal characteristics a 
modern librarian should possess. Iam, however, convinced that he should be 
a scholar in a sense in which there are very few scholars left in our days of 
excessive specialization. Consequently he should have a very extensive 
acquaintance with many branches of knowledge, and not necessarily an 
intensive knowledge of any one special science. Even where finances permit 
of the subdivision of the library into special sections with a specialist lib- 
rarian in charge of each, or where the librarian can draw upcen the knowledge 
of specialists, he should have some knowledge of most of the sciences and 
the humanities. Scientists are realising more and more that no single 
science is self-sufficient, that the various fields of research overlap, and 
that assistance in solving problems may be obtained from the most un- 
expected sources. Here the ideal librarian should be able to give some 
measure of guidance. He should represent the ideal of the unity of science 
in a world of specialist scientists, whose knowledge, while undoubtedly 
profound, is also definitely limited. 


Thus Reece is quite correct in stating that unless librarians ‘‘bring un- 
der their command the bodies of knowledge which their books and other 
material represent,... [they] increasingly must affect functions for which 
they are unequipped’’.(*) 

This, however, is only one aspect of the librarian’s function. His 
readers include, not only scientists, but many kinds of people who are not 
scientists, and whose interest in science is often confined to results, and then 
only if these results are in some way sensational. What exactly are his re- 
sponsibilities towards these people? ‘Two definite points of view concerning 
the réle of books in the life of society and the individual may be mentioned. 
They may roughly be defined as the Anglo-American and the Continental. 
The Anglo-American conception of the function of the library is rather uti- 
litarian(°) : firstly libraries should provide entertainment in a form which is 
less harmful and less expensive than various forms of dissipation; secondly 
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it should enable the ambitious individual to acquire knowledge by which his 
wage-earning capacity may be increased ; thirdly it should place useful and 
necessary information at the disposal of all who may require it. 

I am much more in sympathy with the Continental conception which 
places the accent on “Bildung”, a German word which cannot be adequately 
translated into English*. Books should be read in order to form a general out- 
look on life, a ‘“Welt- und Lebensanschauung”’ : “Books turn the vision of 
man inwards, they aim at inner spiritual and mental growth. Books incline 
one to solitude, to silence and a self-contained attitude. The Book arouses 
great lines of thought, gives wide perspectives and deep mental respira- 
tion’’(’). 

According to the one conception, then, the librarian is a merchant, or 
at the most an administrator of an institution of public utility ; according to 
the other he is an educator. 

I am convinced that in the future much greater stress will be placed 
upon the educational aspect of the librarian’s work. In America, not so 
long ago, the economic depression focussed the attention of librarians upon 
the function of the library in the community. They were obliged to justify the 
existence of the library to themselves and to others, with the result that they 
discovered that, in the words of Pierce Butler, “the basic elements of lib- 
rianship consist in the accumulation of knowledge by society and its contin- 
uous transmission to the living generation, so far as these processes are 
performed through the instrumentality of graphic records”. According to 
Butler ‘‘Each generation, even each decade... must rewrite the record of 
its inherited culture, if the transmission to a multitude of living individuals 
is to continue’’. The duty of the librarian is ‘‘to exploit the vitality of the 
works in which this restatement is made, while they are still living, and to 
discard them as soon as they are no longer in tune with the mental habits of 
the living generation”’.(*) In the same way that a physician is not only concer- 
ned with the health of his individual patients but has a “marginal responsibi- 
lity” for the health of the whole community, so the librarian is under the 
obligation to concern himself with the cultural well-being of the com- 
munity.(*) 

It is clear that this conception of a librarian’s duty demands a man of 
great personality, erudition, and talent as an educator. ' 

In this country it is often forgotten that the lack of government finan- 
cial support which the library claims on the ground that it is an educational 
institution is due largely to its own inability to establish itself as such in the 
community. Ifa library could use its resources as Mr. Lismer has used his 


* Scholarship, (Editor). 
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art gallery in Canada, as a practical training institution for the young, pub- 
lic opinion would demand its adequate recognition, and we should not have 
to blame ministers for their want of vision. 


There is another aspect of the librarian’s qualifications that must be 
touched upon. He must be an efficient administrator. The director of a 
library occupies a position which does not differ very much from that of the 
manager of a business concern, and as such he must be trained in the tech- 
nique of business organization; he must be able to initiate and control 
routines, he must be able to appoint, train and direct his personnel. 


Practically all modern systems of education in librarianship have stress- 
ed the technical aspect of the library profession at the expense of scholar- 
ship and intellectual leadership. But even in their own field these systems 
are not above criticism. Too much attention has been paid to methods that 
have been used, and too little to the principles underlying them. In this 
opinion I have the support of a number of prominent librarians. I will 
only quote Mr. George A. Works who says: ‘““The present training of the 
librarian places too much emphasis on methods and not enough on _prin- 
ciples. There can be no true library profession grounded on rule-o’-thumb 
procedures.” (Library journal, 1932). 


In demanding that a librarian should be a fine scholar, a man with the tact 
and vision of an educator and an administrator, thoroughly equipped with 
technical knowledge and possessing the skill of a good organiser, it is to be 
admitted that I am asking for the well-nigh impossible. And yet if the lib- 
rary is to become the powerful influence for good that we desire it to be, 
even if it is to retain its present influence, it is clear that librarians must 
possess these qualities. If one man cannot combine all these virtues, we 
must allow a considerable amount of specialization. We must, however, 
be on our guard against that type of specialization that excludes knowledge 
of other subjects. The form of specialization most dangerous to the library 
is that which concentrates the attention on the technical aspects of the ser- 
vice. This produces a man, who, apart from his technical knowledge, is 
essentially ignorant and uneducated, but who demands the consideration 
and privileges due to an educated person on the grounds of his specialized 
knowledge. No prospective librarian should be allowed to specialize, until 
he has laid the foundations of a thorough yeneral education.(?°) 

Consequently a course in librarianship, which is intended mainly for 
those employed in libraries and possessing no higher academic qualifications 
than matriculation, should be divided into two sections. The first, taking 
about three years, should aim at improving the student’s general knowledge 
and imparting only the most essential technical knowledge. The second 
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section would be very much in the nature of post-graduate study. The 
student who proceeds to the latter should be encouraged to specialize in 
some other branch of library science. Under this scheme the student 
who does not aspire to higher status than that of a library assistant should not 
be required to sit for examinations after qualifying in the first or basic pait 
of the course. The more ambitious, however, may proceed to one or even 
more than one of the specialized professional subjects, provided that these 
subjects are not studied simultaneously. The whole attention of a would-be 
specialist should be concentrated upon an intensive study of the subject 
selected. 

The division of library workers into a professional and a non-pro- 
fessional class is not to be advocated, although there is much to be said for it 
from a purely administrative and economic point of view. But it is most 
undemocratic, and has it own particular dangers. 


Quite recently a prominent parliamentarian has claimed that the men 
and women produced by South African schools are not sufficiently educated 
and trained to compete with immigrants produced by continental schools. 
I would not like to express an opinion on the truth of this contention, but 
I do feel that if we wish to have South African libraries controlled by South 
Africans, it is essential that South Africa should produce librarians as good 
as, if not better than those trained elsewhere. By contenting ourselves with 
an inadequately equipped system of education for library assistants, we are 
prolonging the certainty that there will be insufficient capable people to fill 
important vacancies, as they occur. 


Moreover, a library staff should work as an organic whole. No member 
of it should lack the cultural background which would render him suscep- 
tible to inspiration by the ideals of our profession. Iam not, therefore, for 
lowering our standards, but for raising them. This does not necessarily 
mean that the examinations should be more difficult, but that the course of 
training should be different. Education is not cramming for examinations, 
nor is culture synonomous with the ability to pass examinations. As a mat- 
ter of fact I am inclined to think that the examinations, set by the Associa- 
tion, present the candidate with a very stiff test of memory, but very little 
besides ; otherwise I am at aloss to understand how anumber of candidates, 
who have been engaged in library work with outstanding success, could 
have failed in several consecutive examinations in the same subject. 


If examinations are to be a test of scholarship and proficiency, they 
may very well be made easier, in the sense that less attention should be 
paid to details and more to general principles and lines of development. 
The actual performance of the candidate in his daily work should also be 
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taken into consideration. Our aim is to test ability and culture, not me- 
mory ; culture may be defined as a judicious love of the past, certainly not 
as a detailed antiquarian knowledge of it. 

While examinations continue to test retentivenesss mainly, and promo- 
tion is principally, often entirely, dependent upon certificates based on the 
results of such examinations, there are a number of imrortant objections to 
them. The intelligent student with a retentive memory, although he may be 
for the rest very superficial, has a great advantage over the more intellec- 
tual and painstaking worker : very often the latter has a large fund of actual 
knowledge, and is more conscientious and thorough in his duties, but lacks 
the facility and plausibility on which the success of the other is based. A 
more important objection is the attitude inculcated in the examinee, who 
ceases, or rather never commences, to think for himself, or to acquire a real 
personal knowledge of his subject, but becomes intent solely upon memoriz- 
ing a sufficiently large number of facts for the edification of the examiner. 


Oral examinations are,on the whole,more satisfactory than written ones. 
They give the examiner a better opportunity of determining whether the 
candidate knows his subject, or is merely repeating what he has read about it. 


Written examinations should be reduced toa minimum. Unfortunately 
conditions in South Africa do not seem to be very favourable for conducting 
oral examinations, although they may prove to be less impracticable than we 
think. Proficiency certificates should, moreover, be based on other data than 
examinations. Reports concerning the candidate’s performance in the lib- 
rary where he isemployed area very valuable guide to his suitability for the 
profession. These reports should be made on forms drawn up and supplied 
by the Association, in order to avoid inadequate returns. Many organisa- 
tions have adopted this system in the training of their staff, and I do not see 
why we should not make use of it also. There are some difficulties, but they 
are not insurmountable. 

In some subjects examinations could be replaced by essays or notes 
submitted by the candidate; but in these a very high standard and some 
originality would be required. 

Now as regards the contents of the course. I have always regarded clas- 
sification as the core of librarianship. A good librarian is essentially a good 
classifier, and if he is a good classifier the chances are very great that he 
will also be a good administrator, a not inferior scholar and, at least, a mode- 
rately good educator. Classification pre-supposes analysis ; and the ability 
to analyse and classify is of the greatest importance in all kinds of organiza- 
tion. Adequate classification also pre-supposes a thorough knowledge of the 
matter classified. Consequently, it is not the mere knowledge of the schedules 
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of one or more systems of classification nor even the ability to apply these 
schedules with a certain amount of intelligence, that is important. To 
classify well is to reconstruct the classification system. The system is a 
skeleton which has to be clothed with substance ; it is a cold and remote 
abstraction. In applying it the librarian has to make it concrete and indivi- 
dual. In reality there is no single “‘universal’’ system of classification ; 
every librarian has his own system. It is no less his own when he attempts to 
follow the schedules faithfully, and deliberately refrains from making alter- 
ations. This is, in fact, analogous to the principle enunciated by Carlyle 
that every man is a poet, who reads a poem well. This labour of transform- 
ing the abstract into something organic is creative work, which demands 
not only a large fund of general knowledge, but also real scholarship, and 
a sense of the relations between things. 


It is manifestly absurd to require a student to memorize the classifi- 
cation schedules and to classify books by them, while he lacks the know- 
ledge to make the system really his own. Our schools do not supply this 
knowledge, and consequently we must make provision for it in our syllabus. 
Accordingly, one of the main features of the suggested course will be the 
prescription of a large number of popularly written books on various sub- 
jects, covering together, as far as possible, the whole field of knowledge. 
Students will be required to prepare a summary of, or short essay on every 
book read, and to submit this to the Education Committee. In marking 
these the examiners should determine how far the student has discovered 
the essentials in every book, and to what extent he gives a systematic re- 
view of the matter read. 


The classification system should be studied in conjunction with these 
books. After the digest of the books has been prepared, the schedules 
should be thoroughly studied with the assistance of a critical discussion 
prepared by the instructor in classification. If possible, the schedules of 
the system used should be compared with those of other systems. This course 
would have to extend over several years, as it would be impossible to study 
more than a few subjects per year in this manner. I maintain, however, 
that the student would derive more benefit from the thorough study of a 
part of the system, than he would from a hurried and superficial study of 
the whole. Even after the first year he should be able to use not only the 
schedules studied, but also many of the others, much more scientifically 
and with greater confidence, than if he had actually succeeded in memorizing 
the whole of Dewey in the same space of time. 


The study of the other official language and foreign languages may 
very well be incorporated in the study of these prescribed books, _ 
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A definite minimum of books in English, Afrikaans or Nederlands, and a 
modern foreign language, would be required. A definite minimum of the 
digests should be written in English and Afrikaans. The student’s knowledge 
of a foreign language is much better tested by requiring him to reproduce, 
in brief, what he has read, than by a translation test. His knowledge, or 
lack of knowledge, would be more clearly seen from an essay written in the 
less familiar official language. 


Another part of the syllabus to be studied in conjunction with classifi- 
cation is subject-bibliography. In addition to having some idea of the task 
and scope of a science, the library worker should also know the main re- 
ference works and bibliographies concerning it. A course known as “‘Refe- 
rence Books”’ is an integral part of most American curricula and it isa pity 
that it is reserved for the final stage of the English and South African sys- 
tems, as it is one of the most useful subjects in the curriculum. 


This group of subjects (classification and its ancillaries) should be 
the main part of the ccurse. Another group is formed by those subjects 
dealing with the description of books — cataloguing and descriptive biblio- 
graphy. In the first year the attention of the student should be mainly 
confined to practical cataloguing, i. e. the study of the Anglo-American 
Cataloguing Rules, and even here no profound knowledge of added entries 
and the descriptions of periodicals, government publications, etc., should be 
expected. In the second year the bibliographical description of books and the 
compiling of bibliographies may be studied, with Schneider as a text book. 


The relative merits of the systematic and dictionary catalogue, the 
intricacies of the latter, selective and analytical cataloguing, may safely be 
left for ‘‘post-graduate”’ study. 

Instead of the customary courses in Library Administration, I should 
like to see a course in Elementary General Administration, ‘‘Betriebswirt- 
schaftslehre” as the Germans call it, with special reference to libraries. 
This course would discuss the general principles of organization and their 
application to the library. Unfortunately there are no textbooks*. In place 
of it, therefore, I would suggest two courses, one dealing with circulation and 
reference work, and the other with order work. These are the activities 
with which most library assistants are concerned during their first vears in 
the library service. The further study of administration and routine may 
safely be left to those “‘post-graduate”’ students who wish to specialize in 
this direction. 


* The L. A. Syllabus gives : Stephenson, J. Principles and practice of Commerce. 
Pitman, 1930. 8 /6. [Editor.] 
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In addition there should be one of other two-year subject : ““The his- 
tory of books and the library.”” The student must know something of the 
past of his own profession(). Here again no detailed antiquarian knowledge 
should be required, but the appreciation of the main lines of development 
in the history, the social background and the influence of the book. This 
course should be a ‘‘Kulturgeschichte”’ of the book and the library. 


The first and basic part of the syllabus should occupy three years and 
should comprise in all five three-year courses and about twenty-two sub- 
jects of prescribed reading. (Vide suggested curriculum on p. 162). 


Most of these courses would be comparatively shoit. The longest and 
most difficult part would be the prescribed books, on which no examina- 
tion would be set. In cataloguing only a practical examination should be 
set in the first year ; in classification theoretical questions might be set 
requiring the student to discuss the classification of some subject critically. 


In working through this course the student would be laying a good 
foundation for his general education, which should if possible be supple- 
mented by a bachelor’s course at a university, if not as an internal then 
as an external student. In this way he will gain more specialized knowledge 
of some of the subjects studied under classification. 

I think a bachelor’s degree should be required before the student is 
allowed to sit for the final examination in library science. In these days of 
extra-mural classes and correspondence courses there is no reason why any 
person who is ambitious should not be able to obtain an academic degree. 
Those already in possession of academic degrees, and desirous of entering 
the library profession, should be granted exemption from part of the curri- 
culum. 

In the final course the student should be allowed to specialize. He has 
now acquired a fairly wide general knowledge ; he has a more intimate 
knowledge of a small number of subjects ; and he has the rudiments of the 
technical knowledge. 

He should be allowed by the Education Committee to choose one parti- 
cular subject : Cataloguing, classification, bibliography, administration, etc. 
This he should study thoroughly. In addition he should be required to 
prepare a thesis on some aspect of the subject chosen. In this way it would 
be possible to produce specialists in classification, cataloguing, library ad- 
ministration, etc. — specialists, however, who would have a wide back- 
ground of general knowledge. 

Library science is, at present, in a stage of transition. A great deal of 
what is now taught, especially under the heading of Administration and 
Routine, is based on rule-of-thumb practices. Many important problems, 
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relating to all branches of library work, have never been studied analytically ; 
even in those well-worn subjects Classification and Cataloguing, insufficient 
emphasis has been placed upon methods of administration. I may mention 
here that the re-introduction of the sheaf catalogue is at present being 
seriously considered by some librarians, as a result of the enormous amount 
of space required by the card catalogue. Any one making a more than 
superficial study of the construction and equipment of library buildings 
will be amazed to find how many “‘principles”’ have at some time or other 
been laid down without justification by facts. 


By affording a number of students, who have gone through the training 
outlined, the opportunity of applying themselves to a thorough study of 
some of these problems, we may be able to do for South Africa what the 
Graduate School of Library Science of the University of Chicago is doing 
for America. It may be thought that I am unduly stressing general scholar- 
ship. But if one considers that the library is the main, perhaps the only 
effective bulwark of civilization against what has been called “the new 
illiteracy”’, it is impossible to attach too much importance to the training 
of those who will be responsible for the “‘continuous transmission’’of culture 
from one generation to another. The greatest threat to civilization lies in the 
ever-growing masses of uneducated but trained literates, who are exploiting 
to the utmost all the means of enjoyment and comfort that science and 
scientific technique have placed at their disposal, without the necessary cul- 
tural, historical and national background, which acts asa safeguard against 
their abuse. 


By merely drifting on, and “‘giving the public what it wants” the lib- 
rary will be instrumental in causing the downfall of western civilization. 
Librarians know that in matiers of culture demand is something that can be 
created. In other words it is possible, even necessary to teach the public to 
know what it wants. If the library achieves this, it will become the strongest ~ 
line of defence against the dangers which are threatening civilization. The 
future of the library lies not in its becoming a part of the bureaucratic system. 
but a cultural power in the Community. 
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SUGGESTED CURRICULUM FOR A THREE-YEAR COURSE. 
A. First year 


I. History of the Book and the Library 
i. Modern book production. 
Anelementary study — the processes of printing, illustration, bind- 
ing; materials (paper, binding material), type, blocks etc. ; 
Treatment of books in libraries — mending, etc. 
ii. History of libraries in Ancient Orient and Classical Antiquity. 


II. Cataloguing 
Rules for author entries ; style in typed cards. 


III. Classification and Ancillaries 
(a) Prescribed books dealing with 
Psychology 
. Sociology 
Economics 
. Political Science 
. Education 
. Philology. 
A résumé of every book read must be submitted to the Education 
Committee. 


(b) Study of the D. C. Schedules for subjects mentioned under ITI (a); 
comparison with other systems ; criticism of schedules. 


(c) Reference Books— Study of most important bibliographies and 
reference books for subjects mentioned under III (a). 


IV. Knowledge of Languages 


(a) At least two of the prescribed books selected must be written in 
English. 


(b) At least two of the prescribed books selected must be written in 
Afrikaans or Nederlands. 


(c) Atleast one book must be in French or German. 
(d) The candidate must submit at least two résumés written in Afri- 
kaans and at least two in English. 
V. Loan Work and Guidance of Readers 


The psychology of contact with readers (elementary). 
Office machinery used in loan work — routine and records, 
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SE. 


Methods of rendering reference service. 
Advising readers. 
Library Co-operation. 


B. Second Year 


I. Historical 


(i) Elementary Paleography — Form and material of the earliest books — 
papyrus and parchment rolls. — The development of the codex- 
illumination. 


(ii) History of Libraries in the Middle Ages. 


II. Classification and Ancillaries 
(a) Prescribed books dealing with 


Science in general 
Mathematics 

Astronomy 

Physics 

Chemistry and Technology 
. Geology 

Biology 

Medicine 

(b) and (c) similar to first year. 


SNA 


III. Languages 
(as in first year) 

IV. Bibliography 
Nature of Bibliography — Preparation of lists of literature. — Col- 
lection of titles, entering of titles, arrangement of titles. 


V. Accession-Work 
Book selection, order work, purchasing system, gifts; routine and 


records. 


C. Third Year 
I. Historical 
(a) The invention of printing and history of the book in the 16th to 
18th centuries. 


(b) The modern Library Movement. 
(i) Sociological background. 
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(ii) Development in South Africa, Great Britain, America, 
Holland, Germany, Scandinavia, etc. 
(N. B. No detailed knowledge of personalities and legislation should 
be required but of motives and general lines of development). 


II. Classification and Ancillaries 
(a) Prescribed books dealing with 
. Agriculture 
Architecture 
Graphic Arts 
. Music 
Comparative Literature 
History of civilization 
. Philosophy 
8. Religion 
(b) and (c) as in first year. 


NOU PON 


III. Languages 
(as in first year) 


IV. Essentials of Library Building and Office Organization. 
Plans, Equipment. 


PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


The Council of the S. A. L. A. has passed the following resolutions :-— 


That the Provincial and Union Education Deparments and the Universities 
be invited to consider the desirability of offering a course in school library 
service to teachers in training ; That the memoranda* submitted by Mr. 
P. C. Coetzee on behalf of the University of Pretoria, on the training of 
librarians, be referred to the Education Committee of the South African 
Library Association for consideration and report to the Council. 


* Printed elsewhere in this issue. 
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PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 
SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Examination Resulis, December, 1936 


ELEMENTARY EXAMINATION 


Whole Examination 
The following completed the whole Elementary stage : — 
Minnaar, Beatrix Hendrika (First Class), University of the Witwaters- 
rand Library 
Dieterlen, Suzanne Madeline, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Scott, Doreen Mary, State Library, Pretoria 
Vines, Joyce Winifred, Johannesburg Public Library 
Wallis, Ellen Isit, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Weir, May, State Library, Pretoria 


Afrikaanse Letterkunde (A) 
2 ingeskryf 
Van Schaik, Marie, Staatsbiblioteek, Pretoria 

Afrikaanse Letterkunde (B) 
7 ingeskryf en geslaag 
Dieterlen, Suzanne Madeline, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Freeman, Olga Grace, Johannesburg Public Library 
Herholdt, Elizabeth, State Library, Pretoria 
Scott, Doreen Mary, State Library, Pretoria 
Vines, Joyce Winifred, Johannesburg Public Library 
Wallis, Ellen Isit, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Weir, May, State Library, Pretoria 

English Literature (A) 
17 entered, 10 passed 
Barnes, Margaret M., Durban Municipal Library 
Dean, Lucy Colina, Durban Municipal Library 
Green, Madge Elizabeth, Johannesburg Public Library 
Henry, Donald Alexander, Natal University College, Pietermaritzburg 
Hussey, Marjorie, Durban Municipal Library 
Michelson, Anita, State Library, Pretoria 
Norman, Joyce Natalie, Johannesburg Public Library 
Samuels, Leonard Harold, Johannesburg Public Library 
Scott, Doreen Mary, State Library, Pretoria 
Vines, Joyce Winifred, Johannesburg Public Library 
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English Literature (B) 
3 entered, none passed 


Classification, Cataloguing and Routine 
21 entered, 20 passed 
Barnes, Margaret Marshall, Durban Municipal Library 
Brown, Doreen Ethie, Johannesburg Public Library 
Eyre, Cyril James, Durban Municipal Library 
Freeman, Olga, Johannesburg Public Library 
Green, Madge Elizabeth, Johannesburg Public Library 
Henry, Donald Alexander, Natal University College, Pietermaritzburg 
Herholdt, Elizabeth, State Library, Pretoria 
Hoare, Winifred Patricia, Johannesburg Public Library 
McQueen, Margaret Isabel, Durban Municipal Library 
Minnaar, Beatrix Hendrika, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Norman, Joyce Natalie, Johannesburg Public Library 
Nottes, Florrie, Johannesburg Public Library 
Oliver, Hermia Giffard, Johannesburg Public Library 
Scott, Doreen Mary, State Library, Pretoria 
Taylor, Elizabeth Loree, Johannesburg Public Library 
Van den Bergh, Albert Johannes, University of Pretoria Library 
- Van Schaik, Marie, State Library, Pretoria 


Viljoen, Louie, Germiston (Carnegie) Public Library 
Vines, Joyce Winifred, Johannesburg Public Library 


INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 


Whole Examination 
The following have completed the whole Intermediate stage : — 
Dieterlen, Suzanne, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Saul, Daphne, Springs Public Library 
Smith, Anna, Stellenbosch University Library 
Weir, May, State Library, Pretoria 
Classification 
9 entered, 5 passed 
Dieterlen, Suzanne Madeline, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Nicholson, Sibyl, Port St. John’s 
Saul, Daphne, Springs Public Library 
Smith, Anna, University of Stellenbosch Library 
Weir, May, State Library, Pretoria 
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Cataloguing 

7 entered, 5 passed 

Bezuidenhout, Griselda, Bloemfontein Public Library 

Gibson, Patricia, State Library, Pretoria 

Smith, Anna, University of Stellenbosch Library 

Wallis, Ellen Isit, University of the Witwatersrand Library 

Weir, May, State Library Pretoria 


FINAL EXAMINATION 
English Literary History _ 


1 entered and passed 

Krige, Phyllis Eugenie, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Bibliography 

1 entered and passed 

Isaacson, Isaac, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Advanced Library Administration 

1 entered and passed 

Oppenheim, Gladys, Bloemfontein Public Library 


GERMAN LANGUAGE TEST 


1 entered and passed 
Minnaar, Beatrix Hendrika, University of the Witwatersrand Library 
Forty-two candidates entered for the Examinations : — 


Transvaal candidates 29 
Natal candidates 6 
Cape candidates 
O. F. S. candidates 2 


Unsuccessful candidates, as well as candidates for this year’s examina- 
tions, are referred to the Examiners’ Reports appearing inS. A. L.3 : 159—61 
April, 1936, and L. A. R. 39 : 3—5, January, 1937. Most of the remarks 
apply to the papers submitted in December, 1936. 


Some pertinent remarks on the classification examination, applicable 
in a measure also to the others, appeared in The Library assistant for De- 
cember, 1936. 
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AMENDMENTS TO SYLLABUS 


AND LIST OF BOOKS* 
Syllabus 


(a) Final Part III : Advanced library Administration 


At the suggestion of Mr. Borland a more balanced re-grouping 
of the three sections was approved : — 


Paper I. — Buildings, Fittings and Furniture transferred to 
Paper II. 

Paper II. — School Libraries and Rural Library Systems trans- 
ferred to Paper III. 


Paper III. — Printing (i. e. of Bulletins and other Publicity material) 
transferred to Paper II, under Aids to readers. 
Duplicating and copying processes (including the 
photostat, etc.) to be studied in Paper I as part of 
“Business organization and office routine’. 
Sub-Heading University libraries to read: Special 
libraries: University libraries, their special fea- 
tures, catalogues, government and finance; lib- 
raries of famous learned and scientific societies; 
Non-European, and other special libraries. 


(b) New Text- and Reference Books 
Final Part II : Book Selection 
Textbooks 


(i) Add:—- McColvin, L. R. — Library stock and assistance to 
readers. . . by L. R. McColvin and E. R. McColvin. 


Grafton, 1936. 10.. 6. 
Wellard, J. H. — Book selecticn ; its principles and 
practice. Grafton, 1937 (1936). 10. 6. 


(ii) Transfer to Reference Books : — 
American library association. Bookbuying committee. 
Replacement list of fiction. Lyle, G. R. — Classi- 
fied list of periodicals for the college library. 


* Extract from Minutes of a Meeting of the Education Sub-Committee of the S. A, 
L. A. held on 23rd. February in the Library of the University of the Witwatersrand 

These amendments are supplementary to the leaflet of Amendments issued in 

1935. Loose copies of the latter as well as of the above Amendments, for insertion in 
the Detailed syllabus, are obtainable from the Hon. Secretary, P.O. Box 397, Pretoria, 
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McColvin, L. R. — Theory of book selection. 
Walter, F. K. — Periodicals for small libraries 


Final Part III. Administration (Paper I) 
Textbooks 
Add : — Lamb, J. P. and others,— Modern library planning. 
Grafton, 1931. Z. 6. 
Sharp, H. A.— Libraries and librarianship in 
America. Grafton, 1936. 7. 6. 
Reference Books 


Add : — Sanderson, C. R.— Library law. Bumpus, 
1925. 6. 0. 
Adopted 


JOHANNESBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SALARY SCALES 
(revised by the City Council, February, 1937) 


Senior Grade — Class E. £900-50-1,100. Chief Librarian 
First Grade — ClassH. £620-20-700. Sub-Librarian 
Second Grade — Class E. £420-15-480. Librarian (1) 
ClassH. £360-15-420. Librarian (2) 
Class I. £336-21-420. Accounts Clerk 
Third Grade Class B. £300-15-360. Assistants (3) 
—ClassE. £240-15-300. Assistants (6) 
—ClassG. [£164-20-244 Periodicals Clerk 
Assistants (7) 
— Class K. £ 90-10-120. Messengers (9) 
Promotion Senior Grade. Class E 
First Grade. Class H + Full Diploma of L. A. or S.A.L.A. 
Second Grade. Class E_ | 
Third Grade. Class B. Intermediate Certificate. 
Third Grade. Class E. Elementary Certificate. 
Third Grade. Class G. Matriculation. 


(1) Librarian in charge of the Reference Department. 
(2) Librarian in charge of the Children’s Department. 


to 
1) 
f 


170 SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARIES 


THE STATE LIBRARY 


SALARY SCHEDULE 
Revised, February, 1937 


SCALE 1 


(Uncertificated assistants 

who must be matriculated) £120 x 124 — 157 — (3 years) 
Assistants who have passed the Elementary Examination of the South 

African Library Association shall be advanced one year on this scale or, 

if they have less than a year to go, to the maximum. 


SCALE 2 


(Assistants possessing the full 
Elementary Certificate) £170 x15 — 215 — (3 years) 
Assistants successfully completing the Elementary Examination auto- 
matically goon to this scale on reaching the maximum of Scale 1. 
University graduates possessing an Arts or other approved degree start 
on this scale. 


SCALE 3 
(Assistants possessing the full 
Intermediate Certificate) £230 x15 — 275 — (3 years) 
Assistants successfully completing the Intermediate Examination of the 
S. A. Library Association automatically go on to this scale upon reaching 
the maximum of Scale 2. 


SCALE 4 

(Assistants possessing the 

full Diploma) £290 x 20 — 370 — (4 years) 
SCALE 5 

Senior Assistants £390 x 20 — 470 — (4 years) 


NOTE : —Promotion from year to year and from Scale to Scale will be 
dependent on the State Librarian’s being satisfied with the Assistant’s 
work and study-progress. 


Sub-Librarian £560 
Librarian £900 


yr, 
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THOUGHTS ON PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
by 


Louis RAYMOND WILSON 


(Extract from Restudying the Library Chart, In: A.L. A. Bulletin, 
30: 488-90, June, 1936) 


In a paper which I presented at Memphis, in 1934, [ said that in my 
opinion the librarian of the southern public library was too much engrossed 
with the idea of the library as a literary institution — an institution whose 
principal function was to make fiction and drama, poetry and essays, and 
other literary forms available. I also said that the southern university 
librarian had been seemingly less concerned with building up fundamental 
collections in the social, physical, and biological sciences than he had been 
in the preservation of local and southern history. I myself emphasized 
this latter aspect of librarianship for three decades at the University of 
North Carolina. These attitudes might, in a sense, be attributed to a 
carry over from the literary and historical tradition of the old south. They 
might also be attributed in part to a library training which emphasized 
technical processes and knowledge of bibliographical subjects rather than 


a knowledge of the purposes of the library and of the significance of 


the library as a social agency. 


Recently, I developed this idea more extensively in a paper before the 
New York Library Club and shall only refer here to the conclusions reach- 
ed in that paper. Certainly, the extension of library service into areas now 
without it, the improvement of service where it is notably inadequate, and 
the development of a co-ordinated system of libraries, popular and scholarly, 
which will meet the educational requirements of general and scholarly pub- 
lics, call for training on the part of the librarian which will transcend these 
restricted views. ‘Then they call for training which will make clear to the 
librarian what the purposes of the library are ; which will acquaint him with 
what the various groups that constitute the library’s clientele read, and what 
the effect of reading upon these groups is ; which will familiarize him with 
the methods of investigation and experimentation essential in attacking 
difficult problems in his work; and which will supplement and re-enforce 
his technical training with a body of supporting information drawn from 
related fields that will make him, as nearly as training can do, adequate to 
the task to which he puts his hand. 
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The present training provided by the library school dealing with tech- 
nical processes and bibliographical procedures, or such of it as is requisite 
to the skilful and economical handling of books and other library materials 
as such, will, of course, be retained. It will serve as the spearhead of the 
librarian’s professional equipment, but it will be a spearhead backed by a 
total knowledge comparable to that which the engineer or physician or 
scholar in other fields brings to the support of his professional undertaking. 
This total training will enable the librarian not only to know books and how 
to process them, but how to know communities and adult educational pro- 
cesses and how to co-operate with other agencies in their endeavour to make 
books significant in the lives of men. 


The final measure which I propose is the development of an adequate 
philosophy of librarianship. President Isaiah Bowman, of Johns Hopkins 
University, in an address at the sixtieth anniversary of the University, 
recently pointed out the necessity of a design or frame of reference or philo- 
sophy in the life of an individual or university or national association, if 
the individual or institution or association is to achieve optimum results*. 
As a librarian looking at the objectives which I have suggested for our con- 
sideration, I wish to emphasize the necessity of our possession of such a 
design or frame of reference or philosophy of librarianship by which we 
may test the value of these proposals and in the clear light of which we may 
devote ourselves unreservedly to their accomplishment. Much of the confu- 
sion and sense of futility which we have experienced during the past decade 
has been due to the lack of such a frame of reference which places first things 
first in the field of librarianship. Certainly the younger members of the pro- 
fession who have taken up their work during these years of dislocation and 
upheaval have felt the lack of such guiding principles as they have sought 
for them in the records which constitute the history of library develop- 
ment in America. 


To-day we should stop and ask ourselves — what are these guiding 
principles, what is this fundamental philosophy in the light of which we 
propose to rethink and reshape our activities in the effort to make our lib- 
raries more significant to the society which they are established to serve ? Is 
the American Library Association spending the income from its endowment 
and from membership dues on those things which mean most to the ad- 
vancement of American society ? Are the library schools emphasizing those 
aspects of librarianship which future librarians can be sure will enable them 
to accomplish the greatest social good ? Are individual librarians throughout 


* A design for scholarship. Baltimore: J. H. Press, 1936. 
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America guided by purposes and principles in the organization and direction 
of libraries, in the building up of book collections and staffs, and in the nice 
adjustment of library service to the needs of the communities that are sure 
of effecting results by which men’s lives assume new and richer meaning ? 

If the four major tasks about which I have spoken are to be accomplished 
in such a way as to yield increasingly significant results, these are some of 
the measures we shall have to employ. Our look will have to be forward to 
the new and unfamiliar. Legislation will have to be formulated to meet new 
needs. Financial support will require broader bases. Co-operation will 
have to assume varied forms. Measurement of library service and training 
for librarianship will have to be adjusted to new conditions and related to 
a frame of reference which will illuminate, which will justify, and which will 
vitalize the work of the library as an American social institution of funda- 
mental importance and worth. 

Here, in this setting which so vividly beings back to our minds the high 
aims of those who laid the foundations of our liberties, I place these object- 
ives before us and urge the united effort of us all in their successful accom- 
plishment. 


WERK VAN DIE 


AFRIKAANSECHRISTELIKE VROUEVERENIGING 
IN VERBAND MET BOEKERYE 


In 1930 het die A. C. V. V., bekommerd oor die gedurige klagtes oor 
die groot gebrek aan leeslus onder Afrikaners, besluit om die saak aan te 
pak en te kyk wat die vereniging kon doen om toestande te verbeter. 

Daar die grootste gebrek aan leeslus onder die boerebevolking op die 
platteland gevind word en ook omdat die plaasskool dikwels die middel- 
punt van kultuur in die verafgeleé dele van ons land is, is besluit om ’n 
ondersoek in te stel na die toestande van die plaas- en laerskcol-boekerye in 
dié skoolraadswyke waaronder die ongeveer 130 A. C. V. V.-takke in Kaap- 
land val. 

Die bedoeling van hierdie ondersoek was meer om die werklike toe- 
stand aan die A.C.V.V.- lede te openbaar en op die wyse hulle belangstel- 
ling te wek. 

Met behulp van die skoolraadsekretarisse in die verskillende afdelings 
het die A. C. V. V.-takke die ondersoek gedoen en het dit geblyk dat uit 
*n getal van 741 laer- en plaasskole in Kaapland daar 126 skole totaal sonder 
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boekerye was. Ook het die ondersoek geopenbaar dat ’n groot getal van die 
boekerye wat wel bestaan het totaal ondoeltreffend was. 

Hierop het die A.C. V. V. besluit om die aanmoediging van ’n gesonde 
leeslus een van sy vernaamste werksaamhede te maak. Met toestemming van 
die Superintendent-General van Onderwys is ’n omsendbrief aan alle skool- 
inspekteurs in Kaapland gestuur waarin die dienste van die A.C. V.V. in 
belang van die opbou van skoolbiblioteke aangebied is. 

Ook is aan al die opleidingskolleges vir primére onderwysers in Kaap- 
land geskrywe en is die versoek gerig dat daar besonder aandag moet gegee 
word in die leerplan vir die voorbereiding van kweekling-onderwysers met 
betrekking tot die opbou en goeie gebruik van skoolboekerye. 


Twee opleidingskolleges veral het hieraan gehoor gegee en by die A.C. 
V. V. aangeklop vir ondersteuning vir die aankocp van ’n model-biblioteek 
geskik vir plaasskole. Die kweeklinge van hierdie twee opleidingskolleges, 


Denneoord, Stellenbosch, en Paarl Opleiding-kollege word dan deeglik 
geleer om van hierdie bockery gebruik te maak. 


Verder het die A.C.V.V. destyds die aandag van die Helpmekaar-vere- 
niging en die Algemene Armsorg Kommissie van die N. G. Kerk op _toe- 
stande attent gemaak en hulle samewerking gevra om pogings aan te wend 
om toestande te verbeter. 

Aangeheg vind u ’n opsomming van wat deur die A. C. V. V. vanaf 
1932 tot op datum vir plaas- en laerskoolbiblioteke bymekaar gemaak het. 

Vanaf 1932 word deur die Burger-Boekhandel ’n wisselbeker uitgeloof 
aan die A. C. V. V.-tak wat gedurende die jaar die beste werk in verband 


met boekerye gedoen het. Onderstaande is die voorwaardes waarop 
hierdie wisselbeker toegeken word. 


Wisselbeker vir Aanmoediging van Leeslus. 


Onderstaande is die vrae wat takke moet beantwoord in verband met 


die wisselbeker wat Die Burger-boekhandel aan A.C. V. V.-takke gegee het 
vir die aanmoediging van leeslus : — 


1. Hoeveel Afrikaanse leesboeke het die dorp- en plaasskole in u 
wyk vanaf 1 Julie 1935 tot 30 Junie 1936 aangekoop ? 


2. Hoeveel het u tak daarvoor bygedra ? 


3. Hoeveel skole in u wyk teken in op tydskrifte en koerante ? Noem 
skole en tydskrifte. 


4. Hoeveel skole is persoonlik deur u taklede besoek om ondersoek 
in te stel na skoolboekerye ? 


5. Is samewerking op hierdie gebied met u skoolraad bewerkstellig? 
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6. Is daar samewerking met u skoolkomitees ? 

7. Is daar samewerking met u onderwysers ? 

8. Is daar samewerking met u provinsiale raadslid ? 

9. Wat het u tak gedoen om onderwysers en kinders te help om deur 
konserte of andersins fondse in te samel vir boekerye ? 

10. Word daar sorg gedra dat skoolkinders goeie gebruik maak van 
bestaande boekerye ? Indien ja, hoe ? Wat doen u tak daaraan ? 

Die A. C. V. V.1é hom veral toe op die verspreiding van Afrikaanse 
lektuur onder skoolkinders, nie omdat daar enige beswaar is teen die 
lees van Engels of ander tale nie, maar omdat ’n Afrikaanssprekende 
kind in die laerskool vanselfsprekend makliker leeslus sal aankweek, as 
boeke in sy eie taal aan hom verskaf word. ‘T'weedens is dit bekend dat tot 
’n paar jaar gelede Afrikaanse boeke in ons skool so wel as in ons openbare 
biblioteke te skaars was. 

A. C. V. V.-takke word ook aangemoedig om belang te stel in openbare 
biblioteke en ondersteuning te gee waar moontlik, maar voorlopig is die 
plaas- en laerskoolboekerye die grootste belang. 

Plaasskole Dorpskole Leesstof verskaf ter waarde van 
1932 35 18 £61. 0. 4 
1933 38 24 126. 7. 0 
1934 41 15 145. 8. 4 
1935 62 16 149. 16. 9 
1936 106 31 303. 12. 11 


Ipa THERON, 
Sekretaresse, A.C. V. V. Hoofbestuur 


ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF READING* 
(Association pour le Développement de la Lecture Publique) 


Having created leisure, the question arises of utilizing it, or, as it is 
called, organizing it. The present social movement should not limit itself to 
“paid holidays” and the “forty-hour week,” popular schemes no doubt, 
but they must be brought to their logical conclusion. This will be the réle 
of the under-secretary for leisure. Workers must be able to profit healthily 
of the leisure henceforth accorded to them. 


* Translated from a circular issued by the Revue du livre. 
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Thoughts first turned to sport, and indeed it is necessary to encourage 

this. But, on the same principle, cannot we promote the “‘intellectual”’ 
organization of leisure ? Public authorities and industrial centres are al- 
ready taking an interest in this question: they have realised that by founding 
in France numerous public libraries having a triple object: to teach, to 
inform, and to divert, the work of the school is continued, and popular 
education promoted. ‘This is the justification of leisure. 

The future of public libraries is, therefore, arousing a growing interest: 
the International Conference on Public Instruction at Véme, the French 
League of Education, numerous authors, publishers, etc., have expressed 
themselves sympathetically in favour. | Newspapers and reviews have 
devoted articles to it, as witness the special numbers issued. The move- 
ment is gaining force, and the under-secretary of State for leisure, as 
well as the minister of national education, is following it attentively, 
waiting to give it official support. 

In order to systematize the movement and to unify these efforts, the 
Association for the Development of Reading has recently been formed. 
Its object, according to the statutes, is “to group together professional lib- 
rarians, educationists, publishers, booksellers and authors, and represent- 
atives of municipalities, cultural and educational organizations of all sorts, 
co-operative organizations and syndicates of labourers and farmers, with 
the object of working for the development of a co-ordinated network of 
active and up-to-date public libraries for the diffusion of culture, information 
and leisure. It envisages also the development, in conjunction with general 
public libraries, of children’s libraries (municipal, school, etc.), and libra- 

ries for special classes of readers: 
invalids, the blind, etc. 


The Association makes an urgent appeal, not only to professional libra- 
rians, but to all those who take part in either the production of the book — 
authors, publishers, booksellers —or its use — all who read, or encourage 
reading, and would wish to do so more, and more effectually — to strive 
to raise to a new standard of usefulness, and to open to everyone, organiza- 
tions of which many, up to the present, have been reserved for a small élite. 
By the comparison of the projects and points of view of the thousands 
interested, and by the co-option of the public itself, the new association 
will make possible the development of a sound organization, and will avoid 
the rocks on which isolated efforts might strand. 

The provisional secretariat of the Association, 43, rue Gazan, Paris 14e., 


will send additional information on application, and will receive applica- 
tions for membership. 


soldiers and _ sailors, prisoners, 
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Dundee. Public Library. A valuable suggestion has been made by Mr. J.W.Hu dson, Head- 
master of the Dundee High School. Teachers of languages, he said, were finding the 
books in the school library inadequate and he suggested that they should be allowed tot 
go through the Dundee library catalogue and list the books suitable for reading by the 
children. Lists of these would then be posted in the school corridors and the resul 
would probably be that a large number of children would become subscribers to the 
library which they could do for 2s. 6d. a year. At present only 24o0f the scholars were 
subscribers. Mr. Hudsons’ proposal was adopted. 

(Sunday times, Johannesburg. 21. Feb., 1937). 


Durban. Municipal Library. On March 1st the Library became free. An article on the 
working of the new system will appear in a future number. 
Children’s library. Co-operation with school syllabuses. The first attempt in South 
Africa to work a city library in co-operation with school syllabuses has now completed 
more than two years of workin Durban. The experiment has proved a marked success. 

The very high percentage cf passes in history at the Durban High School since 
the inception of the scheme has given the Library authorities cause for gratification 
and has justified the faith of the school senior history master, Mr. E. V. Evans, who 
was responsible for the scheme’s introduction in the school. 

The co-operation between the Junior Library and the Government schools of 
Durban was started to attract children to the Library in 1934. From the Library view- 
point the system proved a distinct success, and at the request of several teachers the 
four original subjects were added to for 1935 and 1936. 

The Children’s Librarian prepared a list of talks which she was prepared to give 
and this was submitted to the Education Department for approval. The subjects de- 
cided on dealt not only with library interest but had adistinct bearing on the Govern- 
ment school syllabus for Standards III, IV, and VI. Notification of the idea was 
sent to all headmasters and headmistresses in Durban and district. 

Talks given in 1935 and 1936 were attended as follows:— Bulwer Road (mixed), 
23 talks attended by Standards IV to VI ; Epsom Road (boys) seven talks attended by 
Standards II, IV, V and VI ; Gordon Road (girls) 19 talks attended by Standards IV to 
VI ; Ritson Road (girls) 10 talks attended by Standards III to VI. 

Lists of books advised by teachers for reading with the set syllabus have received 
special attention from the Library authorities, and the volumes are always kept ready 
for reference by youngsters wishing to use them. 

A system has also been started whereby children attending school from the 
country who find train times awkward are encouraged to do their homework in 
the Junior Library, using the reference books kept there for them. 

For the last two years special shelves have been set apart for supplementary 
reading in history for J. C. and Matric students at the instance of Mr. E.V. Evans, 
of the Durban High School. These books are available to all, but by far the most use 
of them has been made by the D. H. S. boys under the encouragement of the school 
teaching staff. 

One or two teachers in Durban schools have presented pupils with prizes which 
took the form of subscriptions to the Junior Library. This system will fall away with 
the transformation of the Library into a free institution. 

Mr. Rooke considers that the numbers of child members of the Junior Library 
have been militated against by the cost of tram fares and the nervousness of parents 
regarding the traffic in the centre of the town. Great use has been made of the facilities 
provided by the Durban Boys’ Preparatory School, Girls’ High School, Girls’ 
College and Mitchell Road School. 

An interesting sidelight on the co-operation at present existing between the schools 
and the Junior Library is that the Librarian has special education and teaching qualifi- 

cations in addition to her literary and librarian’s attainments, and was also associated 
with the first children’s library opened in England. 
(Natal mercury, 23. Jan., 1937). 
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East London. Public library. From the Annual report, 1936 : — At the beginning of 1936 

a sub-committee was appointed to get the Africana section up-to-date, and the Africa- 

na Room was formally opened later in the year A special display was made in this 
room and it was visited by several hundreds of the subscribers. 

Loose covers have been imported from England for use when books are issued, 
and this has had a good effect on the life and cleanliness of the books. 

The committee have erected a special double-sided bookshelf in the book room 
where a selection of new books is always on display, and the new bookshelf in the 
entrance lobby has been moved and enlarged and is proving a help to subscribers. 

A deputation from the committee waited on the City Council during 1936 in an 
endeavour to get the council to restore the grant which they had made to the Library 
in the past, and which had been reduced during the years of depression from £150 
to £100. Although the facts presented appeared unanswerable the Council did not 
see its way to restore the former grant. 

During the past year many meetings were held to consider the council’s proposal 
that the committee should hand over the library grounds and buildings to them in re- 
turn for a new library building to cost not more than £10,000 ona site near the railway 
station. 

‘Towards the end of 1936 these proposals and plans became more definite and at a 
meeting held on January 11 the subscribers by 78 votes to 25 agreed to the council’s 
proposals, which now remain to be agreed to by the ratepayers. 

The committee decided to open a further new section which is now operating, on 
the payment of a deposit of 5s. but no subscription. Members under this section can 
take out one book at a time on the payment of 3d. for each book. The use of the reading 
room or the taking of magazines is not included in this section, which has been started 
purely for the younger people who just want a book to read. 


Green Point and Sea Point. Public library. From the Annual report, 1936 : — 
1936 


Membership 1,109 1,136 
Issues 109,847 102,262 
Stock 12,902 13,906 


> 
During the year 215 books were borrowed from the South African Public Library. 
A messenger service is maintained to send books to members who are unable to visit 
the Library. 
Several yearly subscriptions were awarded to scholars of Green Point and Sea 
Point schools as prizes for essays on reading topics. 
In common with other libraries, Green Point and Sea Point deplores the inade- 


quacy of municipal support and stresses the impossibility of maintaining a satisfactory 
service under present conditions. 


Johannesburg. Public library. On March 16 the Library Players made their début with the 
production of the Glebe, written by Miss Lucy Bowditch, of Johannesburg. 


Kimberley. Children’s Library. The idea of a children’s free library has been mooted. 
The Librarian of the Public Library states that approximately £1,500 would be re- 
quired to cover the purchase price of a building and stocking its shelves with books. 


Kingwilliamstown. Public Library. From the Report, 1936: — 
1935 1936 


Membership 379 386 (including 18 country subscribers) 
Issues : Books 46,052 

Magazines 3,838 
Stock 23,323 


The scheme for drawing country schools into the membership of the Library has 
not met with the success anticipated, as, so far, only one school has availed itself of 
the privilege. 


Paarl. Bookweek. At the invitation of the Paarl Book Week Committee, Mr. R. F. Immel- 

man, Assistant Librarian at the University of Cape Town, last June gave, in the 
Paar! Public Library, to classes of school children from each of the principal Paarl 
schools, a series of talks on how to use the library and the benefits it confers. 
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Port Elizabeth. Public Library. From the Annual report, 1936 : — 


1935 1936 
Membership 2,165 2,008 
Issues 193,248 174,705 
Stock 68,244 
Bespoken books 3,886 


The Report discusses at length the decrease in membership, which is attributed to 
economic conditions and the establishment of commercial circulating libraries. The 
inadequacy of the municipal grant is deplored. 


South African Public Library, Cape Town. From the Report of the Board of Trustees, 
1936 :— 


The receipt ofincreased grants from Parliament and the City Council, announced 
as forthcoming in their last report, has enabled the Trustees to undertake some of the 
improvements in equipment then indicated as necessary. Seven large double banks 
of steel shelving have been erected in the gallery of the Central Hall, in which it has 
been possible to re-arrange all blue-books, gazettes, statutes, ordinances and other 
official literature. This re-organisation has resulted in saving of time for the public 
and staff. Two large display cases have been erected in the vestibule and the interest 
evoked by their contents has led to increased examination of the treasures exhibited 
in other parts of the Library. It is hoped in the course of the current year to obtain 
further equipment. 

Increased funds have also enabled the Trustees to fill the gaps in several import- 
ant serial publications and generally to increase the sums spent on new books... The 
Bindery has been re-built and very much enlarged. 

The Trustees have taken into careful consideration the feasibility of providing a 
free lending service to the people of the Cape Peninsula. Doubts as to the advisability 
of attempting to combine the functions of a free Municipal Library with its primary 
duty as a National Library of reference, together with the absence of any immediate 
prospect of securing the necessary funds, have led the Trustees to the conclusion 
that is is impossible for them to take the lead at present. 


South African Public Library. At the Annual Meeting, held after the publication of this 


report, further discussion on the proper functions of the S. A. P. L. as a national refe- 
rence library and a lending library for the citizens of Cape Town was stimulated by 
Mr. Murray’s report. (See Bibliographical notes). Mr. Murray suggests that the S. A. 
P. L. and the Library of Parliament be combined to form a national reference library 
and that further a free municipal lending library be created. 


Wynberg. Public library. The re-classification by the Dewey system and the installation 


of the “‘Brown”’ bookcard-in-pocket issue system have recently been completed in 
this library. 

As the library staff was too fully occupied with routine duties to be able to under- 
take the additional activities involved in a reorganization scheme of this nature, outside 
assistance was engaged consisting of a classifier(Miss Elliott of the University of Cape 
Town Library), two typists and an additional helper. 

This extra staff carried out the classifying, labelling, typing of bookcards and 
numbering of catalogue cards of a book stock of 14,000 volumes, of which 7,000 are fic- 
tion, in exactly two months. Meanwhile the library staff had prepared the charging 
trays, guides and readers’ pockets, and the change of issue system was introduced 
without delay. 

The cost of the complete reorganization was £46, of which £25 was spent on 
salaries and £21 on materials. 

The library is busy with plans for a new building, which should be ready by 
March 1937, and it was with this in view that the Librarian and the Committee 
have had the classification and issue system reorganized. 


36 

is 

1, 

n 

e 

n 

y 

t 


SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


Africana. Collations and prices. Complete collations and average prices fetched by the 
under-mentioned items are contained in : TOOLEY, R. V. Some English books with 
coloured plates : their points, collations & values. London : Ingpen, 1935. 

Anecas, G. F. The Kafirs illustrated in a series of drawings, etc. Hogarth, 1849. 

Barrow, J. A voyage to Cochin China in the years 1792 and 1793, etc. Cadell, 1806. 

Betrasis, G. H. Views of Saint Helena. Tayler, 1815. 

Bownicu, T’. E. Mission from Cape Coast Castle to Ashantee, with a statistical account 
of that kingdom and geographical notices of other parts of the Interior of Africa. 
Murray, 1819. 

BuRCHELL, W. J. Travels in the interior of Southern Africa. Longman, 1822-24. 2v. 

DanIELL, S. African scenery & animals. London, [1804-05]. 

DaNIELL, T. and W. Apicturesque voyage to India; by way of China. Longman, 
1810. [containing 2 plates of the Cape]. 

D’oyty, Sir C. Tom Raw, the Griffin: a burlesque poem, etc. Ackermann, 1828. 
{contains plate of Tom Raw at the Cape]. 

Harris, W. C. Portraits of the game and wild animals of Southern Africa, delineated 
from life, etc. London, 1840. 

LatrosgE, C. I. Journal of a visit to South Africa in 1815 and 1816, etc. Seeley, 1818. 

Pocock, W. I. Five views of the Island of St. Helena, etc. London, 1815. 

Sa.t, H. Twenty four views taken in St.Helena, the Cape, India, Ceylon, etc. London, 
1809. 


Africana. Publications of South African interest by women, compiled by the South African 
Association of University Women. 51p. Mimecgraphed. 1936. 2/6. Obtainable from 
the Hon. Secretary, S .A. A. U. W., 701 Pretorius Street, Pretoria. 

Every library interested in the literature of its own country — and which library 
isnot — should possess a copy of this interesting addition to the very few existing biblio- 
graphies of Africana. The list is divided into five sections : — 1652-1850 ; 1850-1914 ; 
Afrikaanse skryfsters, 1914-1936 ; English writers 1914-1936; Illustrators 1662-1936. 
each prefaced.by.a useful introductory note. 

Publications of every description are included, from novels, poetry, juvenilia and 
cookery books to academic theses. _It is a pity that the compilers, while going to the 
trouble of collecting titles, have not given full bibliographical details. No publishers 
are given, andinmany cases no dates. ‘The omission of this information detracts con- 
siderably from the value of the work for reference purposes. Butas, according to the 
preface, the list is issued in the present form“‘in order to give [its] members an opportu- 
nity of making necessary additions’”’, we hope the compilers will see their way to 
remedy this defect in a subsequent issue. 


Africana. Transcriptions of some Gubbins’ MSS destroyed in the Fire, December, 1931, 
appearing in the Journal of secondary education: organ of the Transvaal High School 
Teachers’ Association (formerly High school quarterly) * : — 

(a) Vol. 8. n. 29: 11-18, Mch. 1928 : — Memorandum on the Stockenstrom Treaty 
System. By C. Lennox Stretch, Resident Agent Among the Gaikas ; 1835-1846. 
Gubbins’ pamphlet series. no. 2. Pretoria : Caxton printing works, 

192 ? 

(b) Vol. 8. no. 32 : 28-30, Dec. 1928 : — The Death of Piet Retief. [A letter from 
J. Kitchingham to Dr. Philip, 1838]. 

(c) Vol. 9. no. 36: 23-25, Sept. 1929 :— Letter from the Rev. James Read to Fair- 
bairn (1831). [Quotes the case of Stephanus Ferreira of Lange Kloof, who emanci- 
pated two slaves when they were baptized]. 

(d) Vol. 9. no. 36: 35-37, Dec. 1929 : — Slave Compensation Claims. (An undated 
letter from ‘‘A Colonist” to the Editor of the Commercial advertizer). 


* All were transcribed and edited by Mr. W. G. A. Mears, Headmaster of the Boys 
High School, Rondebosch, whilst at Germiston, 
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(e) Vol. 10. no. 37 : 23-25, Mch. 1930 : — Death or Murder of Hintza ? 

a fe Gubbins’ pamphlet series. no.1. Pretoria: Caxton printing works. 
93 ?). 

(f) Vol.10. no.38 : 35-37, June, 1930 :— Sharp Practice at the Cape, One Hundred 
Years Ago. [A letter dated 1798 from Maros da Costa Guimarasus to Macartney, 
concerning two merchants, Tennant and Trail.] 

Books of all countries. ‘The South African Association of University Women submits 

the following note : 
Livres de Partout, 1932-35. International Federation of University Women, Crosby 

Hall, Cheyne Walk, London, S. W. 3. Price 1 /-. 

A novel and unique catalogue of notable books published in twenty-four coun- 
tries. The titles of over 12,000 books, selected, classified and annotuted. 

The object of thisListis to draw attention to books which for one reason or another 
are considered to be particularly good specimens of their kind and representative of 
the country where they were produced. There is no rigid uniformity in the national 
selecticns. ‘The Committees responsible for them were given a free hand as to the basis 
of their choice, the only proviso being that nationalistic propaganda should be excluded. 
The variations of emphasis in the lists are therefore of considerable interest as a reflec- 
tion of different national outlooks. All classes of literature are represented and expla- 
natory notes in English or French are added to the titles of all books in less widely 
known languages. 

The International Federation of University Women hope that these selections 
will be of value to librarians, publishers and translators as well as to the general 
reader who has an interest in the life and thought of other peoples. 

Films and the Library. All our readers who were interested in Miss Oppenheim’s paper 
in our last number should read a very stimulating article : Library Publicity, by Ina 

Roberts, in Wilson bulletin, January, 1937, p. 303-309. Copies obtainable on loan from 


the Hon. Editor, S. A. L. 
Gardening. A useful list of recent popular books on gardening appeared in Special lib- 
raries, December, 1936, p. 323-24. Copies obtainable on loan from the Hon. Editor, 


S.A.L 

Library Service in South Africa. Mr. lan Murray, Sub-Librarian at the South African 
Public Library, who was awarded a Carnegie Visitor’s Grant last year, has published 
his findings under the title : The scope and functions of the public library in modern com- 
munities, with particular reference to the position at Cape Town. The first half reviews the 
position inAmerica, while the second comprises a survey of conditions in South Africa, 
with particular reference to the South African Public Library, at which much provocat- 
ive criticism is levelled. (See note on the S. A. P. L. under Notes and news). 


New History Society. Prize essay. The fifth international competition of the New History 
Society, which has its offices in New York, has resulted in the first prize of 300 dollars 
being awarded to Mr. Wycliffe Mlungisi Tsotsi, of Blythswood Institution, Butter- 
worth. 

Mr. Tsotsi is 21 years old, and the subject of his essay was How Can Youth Develop 

Co-operative and Harmonious Relations Among the Races of the Earth? The competition 

was open to the youth up to the age of 30 years of Africa, Australia, Canada and New 

Zealand. Second and third prizes of 200 and 100 dollars respectively were awarded 

to two Canadian entrants. 

The board of judges consisted of Mr. Devere Allen, editor of the No-frontier 
News and World Events, Wilton, Connecticut, Mr. Roger N. Baldwin, director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, Dr. William E. B. du Bois, Atlanta University, 
Dr. Phillip K. Hitti, of Princeton University, Dr. Herbert A. Miller, of Bryn Mawr 
College, Pennsylvania, Dr. Haridas T. Muzumdar, editor of the India To-day and 
To-morrow series, New York, Mr. Frank Olmstead, Y.M.C.A., New York, Dr. Wil- 
liam Pickens, of the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People, 
New York, Dr. P. R. Radosavljevich, New York University, Dr. Edward Sapir, 
Yale University, Mr. Max Yergan, secretary, S. A. Work of International Committee, 
Y. M. C. A. of the United States and Canada. 

Two special prizes of 50 dollars were awarded to competitors in Australia and 
New Zealand, and in addition a number of entrants secured honourable mention. 
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These included Mr.Maurice Alfred Milner, of Johannesburg, the Rev. Keith Murray 
— of Sibasa, Northern Transvaal, and Mr. Victor T. Mbobo, of Fort Beau- 
ort. 

Racial Harmony. 'The first prize-winning paper deals with racialism, its causes- 
economic, political, social and psychological, and makes suggestions for harmonising 
racial relations by means of religion, universities and colleges and inter-racial commit- 
tees. For the work of reconstruction nothing short of the enthusiasm of youth was ne- 
cessary, says the writer. Youth had to be bold and venturesome, not in war this time, 
but in the adventure of pacifying the world. The business of youth was no less than 
to create anew humanity—the universal community of the loyal. Copies of the prize 
seo a may be obtained from the New History Society, 132, East 65th Street, 
ew York. 


Sequels. The Wilson bulletin for December, 1936, gives a useful list of Series, sequels, se- 
quences, which will help librarians to answer questions about the order in which novels 
in series follow each other, the names of all novels in a sequence, etc. 

South African Libraries. Bibliographia series 
The following have just been issued as Nos. 2 and 3 of the series : — 

2. A Summary of South African library legislation; compiled for the Inter-Depart- 


mental committee on libraries by Percy Freer, Elizabeth Hartmann and John 
Ross. February, 1937. 9d. post free. 


Bibliography of South African libraries and librarianship ; compiled for the 


Inter-Departmental committee on libraries, by Percy Freer, Elizabeth Hartmann 
and John Ross. February, 1937. 9d. post free. 


Obtainable from the Hon. Editor, P. O. Box 1176, Johannesburg. 

These will be indispensable to everyone interested in library affairs in South 
Africa, and particularly to candidates for the professional examinations. 

Readers are reminded of No.1 of the series : Pre-Victorian products of the Cape 
press by P. W. Laidler. Obtainable at 3 /6 per copy. 


Title-page and Index. The title-page and index to Vol. 3 and 4 of S. A. L. will be 
issued with Vol. 5, no. 1. 


Vocational Guidance. The Johannesburg Branch of the South African Association of 
University Women has published a Survey of conditions relating to the employment of 
women in professional and semi-professional careers. Obtainable from all booksellers or 
from the Central News Agency at 1/6. Librarians should find this a useful aid to 


answer questions on the choice of professions as well as on the position of women in 
the professions generally. 


APPOINTMENTS, RETIREMENTS, ETC. 


Austin. — Miss Helen Austin, B. A., certificated for the Diploma of the London School o 
Librarianship, to be Assistant in the University of Cape Town Library. 

Eysers. — Dr. G. W. Eybers has been appointed as representative of the S. A. L. A. on 
the Film Advisory Board of the Union Education Department. 

GIESKEN. — Miss A. Giesken, Librarian of the Krugersdorp Public Library, retired in 
March on her marriage to Mr. H. E. Dommisse. 

Moss. — Miss A. Moss has succeeded Miss Z. Stewart as Assistant in the Rondebosch 
Public Library. 


NICHOLSON. — Miss S. Nicholson to be Assistant in the Natal University College Library, 
Pietermaritzburg. 


SHILLING. — Miss Margaret Shilling, Diploma of the London School of Librarianship, 
has been appointed to succeed Miss Giesken as Librarian of the Krugersdorp Public 
Library. 


STARKE. — Miss A. Starke, M. A., Assistant in the University of Cape Town Library, has 
resigned on her forthcoming marriage. 


Stewart. — Miss Z. Stewart, Assistant in the Rondebosch Public Library, has resigned 
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SELECT LIST OF NEW BOOKS 
compiled by 


P. R. Davis 
Hon. Secretary, Johannesburg Book Club 


Classified according to Dewey with the collaboration of 


R. F. KENNEDY 


100 — PHILOSOPHY 


172.4 Russell, Bertrand. Which way to peace? Michael 


291 


Joseph. 

In his usual clear, logical and unimpassioned style the author defends the 
thesis that a modern war between civilised states (with all its terrible me- 
thods and consequences) can never be justified, “‘since whatever the ques- 
tion at stake and whatever the issue, the war is likely to do more harm than 
could be done by even the worst peaceable decision.”” He indicates a policy 
for pacifists and the various objections they will have to meet, but shows how 
clear hard thinking can overcome them. 


200 — RELIGION 


Frazer, Sir, J.G. Aftermath: a supplement to The 
Golden Bough. Macmillan. 


In this book the doyen of anthropologists supplies a running commentary 
on the topics discussed in The Golden Bough and adduces fresh evidence 
on many points from the recent literature on primitive beliefs and customs 
in all parts of the world. 


300 — SOCIAL SCIENCES 


327.4 Slocombe, George. ‘The Dangerous Sea: ‘The Medi- 


terranean and its future. Hutchinson. 


Mr. Slocombe’s book provides a comprehensive survey of the political 
factors that render the Mediterranean a dangerous sea, dangerous because 
in its waters lie the seeds of future conflict. The author deals not only with 
the past and present position of the contending forces in this region but 
also affords us a glimpse of what we may expect there in the near future. 


327.47 Henry, Ernst. Hitler over Russia: The coming 


fight between the Fascist and Socialist armies. Dent. 
Writing as an avowed Communist and an opponent of the present regime 
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in Germany, the author devotes his present book (a successor to the sensa- 
tional Hitler over Europe) to the vital question: ‘Will Hitler attack the 
Soviet Union?” He has marshalled a great quantity of remarkable material 
to prove that the conflict in the East can hardly be avoided, but his con- 
clusions, though interesting, should be received with great caution. 


329.42 Grigg, Sir Edward: ‘The Faith of an Englishman. 
Macmillan. 


The author is almost exclusively concerned with the problem of the pre- 
vention of an impending ‘“‘greater War’ and the subsidiary problem of how 
to save the British Empire from being overwhelmed by it if it comes. Sir 
Edward maintains that nothing can preserve the peace of the world except 
a Britain that is invincibly strong and internally united as to its foreign 
policy. Though highly controversial this is an extremely able and well- 
informed book and has commanded wide attention. 


330.952 Utley, Freda. Japan’s feet of clay. Faber. 


Nearly every page of this book bristles with figures and its remorseless 
accummulation of statistical material makes it difficult to read. Despite this 
difficulty it is an important book and should be read by all who are inte- 
rested in the politics of the Far East. Miss Utley describes the real Japan, as 
a country of half-starved peasants, of children working long hours and 
always hungry, of women whose status is practically that of slaves, of 
sweated domestic industry with women and children working 14 or 15 
hours a day for 2d. or 3d.,—‘‘a seething cauldron of misery and injustice.’ — 
The book is a ruthless exposure not only of Japan’s economic policy, which 
is kringing her people to the verge of starvation in order to enrich the all- 
powerful Mitsui and Mitsubishi trusts, but also of her political policy, 
which is a danger to civilisation. Miss Utley believes that Great Britain 
and the United States should and could combine to check Japan’s criminal 
career by a commercial and financial boycott. 


Benney, Mark. Low company. Peter Davies. 


The author of this book is an ex-burglar but a born writer, whose old school 
tie is that of Borstal. It was while “‘doing a stretch” in one of His Majesty’s 
Prisons that the publishers, having seen an article by him in a literary weekly 
on The Burglar’s Urge, persuaded him to write his autobiography, ‘“‘which 
traces with complete candour, and with what insight and subtlety I am 
capable of, the growth of a criminal Anschauung’’. According to Mr. Renney 
the world is divided into two classes, the ‘“‘wides’’ and their victims the 
“mugs”. Criminals with literary ability of a high order are rare and it is more 
than doubtful whether they should be encouraged by publishers to put 


their point of view to so wide a public. We use the word ‘‘wide”’ in its dic- 
tionary meaning and not in Mr. Benney’s. 


500 — PURE SCIENCE 


Thomson, Sir J.J. Recollections and reficctions. Bell 


The progress of physics during the last half century is the theme of this 
book rather than the personal reminiscences proper to autobiography, but 
it has a fascination characteristic of the great scientist who wrote it. 


Read, John. Prelude to chemistry. Bell. 


This book is a history of alchemy, that fascinating study, which, as Mr. J.W. 
N. Sullivan says, was “pursued by the intellectual part of mankind for 1500 
years, on which treasures of enthusiasm, learning and ingenuity were ex- 
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pended, to which countless laborious lives were devoted, and practically 
the whole of which is wrong’’. The quest for the Philosopher’s Stone, the 
Elixir Vitae, which would transmute base metals into gold, cure all ills and 
prolong man’s life, was only less fantastic than the search for the Alkahest, 
which would convert all bodies into their liquid primary matter. It is easy 
to dismiss this learned body of men as a mere pack of fools, but if we 
regard them as earnest searchers after truth, their history should make the 
modern scientist more humble. 


572.9964 Harrison, Tom. Savage civilisation. Gollancz. 


701 


In the summer of 1933 an expedition from the University of Oxford set 
out for the New Hebrides in order to map out little-known areas of the 
island of Espiritu Santo. Tom Harrison, then a boy of 23, accompanied the 
expedition as a biologist and when, in February, 1934, the expedition re- 
turned, he stayed behind to carry on meteorological and sexological work. 
He found that he could “‘live native” or near it on an expenditure of about 
£4 a year. He then turned anthropologist and made an exhaustive study of 
the savage civilisation of the islands of the New Hebrides group. The book, 
though a trifle too long, is of enthralling interest. 


700 — FINE ARTS 


Read, Herbert. Art and society. Heinemann. 


Mr. Herbert Read, on whom the mantle of Roger i ry appears to have fallen, 
is an interesting if over-dogmatic writer on the inter-relations of art and 
society. Though his theories and dogmas will not pass without challenge 
they help to clear up the confusion of ideas which ultra-modern art stirs 
up in the mind of the British public. The book is illustrated with 100 repro- 


ductions of the ‘“‘moderns’’, pictures by Picasso and others that will be- 
wilder the Philistine. 


759.4 Burnett, Robert. The Life of Paul Gauguin. Cobden- 


Sanderson. 


This accurate and unromantic biography dispels the highly coloured legend 
that already clings about the artist’s name. Mr. Burnett gives an interesting 
and intimate picture of Gauguin’s strange life in Paris and Tahiti and 
though he makes no attempt to estimate the value of his art or his place 
among the post-impressionists, he quotes many of Gauguin’s judgments on 
his own work. 


800 — LITERATURE 


810.9 Brooks, Van Wyck. The Flowering of New England. 


Dent. 


A long, detailed, intimate and loving study of the literature of New England 
from 1815-1865, made fragrant by the names of Emerson, Thoreau, Long- 
fellow, Whittier, Prescott, Motley, William Ellery Channing and Harriet 
Beecher Stowe. It is a picture of Boston, the culture-city, with Cambridge 
and Concord considered as its suburbs, and depicts a culture at its highest 
tide, acommunity that believed in itself and in its future, eager to perpetuate 
its forms. There is a spring-time feeling in the air, a joyous sense of awa- 
kening, a free creativeness, an unconscious pride. Certainly a notable book. 


821.08 Yeats, W. B., ed. The Oxford book of modern verse, 


1892-1935. Clarendon press. 
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The most capricious anthology that has been printed in our generation. 
Though omitting Wilfred Owen, Humbert Wolfe and Alfred Noyes and 
containing only one poem by Rupert Brooke, it has large slabs of Dorothy 
Wellesley and W. J. Turner, and, of course, the whole T. S. Eliot School : 
Auden ,Spender, DayLewis, Empson and Macneice and all the other “‘reds”’ 
whom the public refuses to read. A poet of Mr. Yeat’s quality could hardly 
fail to include some good poetry, and it is here in great variety (including 


his own), but as a representative anthology of the period it must be written 
down as a failure. 


821.9 Campbell, Roy. Mithraic emblems. Boriswood. 


Including hymns to Mithras and poems of the bull-ring together with the 
usual satirical and topical verses, Mr. Campbell’s book contains, as usual, 


910.4 


915.4 Yeats-Brown, F. Lancer at large. 


poems to charm the angels and to make them weep. 


824.91 Cather, Willa. Not under forty. Cassell. 


A little book of literary reminiscences and criticism, with charming papers 


on Sarah Orne Jewett, Katherine Mansfield and others. 


824.91 Huxley, Aldous. The Olive tree and other essays. 
Chatto. 


A Miscellaneous collection of essays on various topics, including the al- 
ready famous introduction to the Letters of D. H. Lawrence, but all display- 


ing the author’s incisive wit and graces of style. 


824.91 Lawrence, D.H. Phoenix. Heinemann. 


A fat volume containing all Lawrence’s hitherto uncollected and often 
unpublished essays, which are of a surprising richness and variety, with 


not a few passages of exquisite beauty in that easy but lovely prose for 
which Lawrence at his best was famous. 


900 — TRAVEL 


of a journey in Asia and Australasia. Lovat Dickson. 


This unusual travel book, covering much ground in the Pacific Islands 
and Eastern Asia, devotes much less space than usual to descriptions of 
sights and scenery, but discusses with considerable vigour and acumen 
the social, economic and international problems of the countries visited. 


Ichikawa,'Haruko. Japanese lady in Europe. Cape. 


A book of travel in Europe which is full of enchanting scenes and wise 


observations with the added piquancy of revealing how the West looks 
to the eyes of the East. 


914.21 Lucas, E. V. London afresh. Methuen. 


Mr. Lucas has been writing about London for at least a quarter of a century 


but always finds something new to say’and .a fresh, and equally charming 
way of saying it. 


Gollancz. 
As the result of a journalistic commission Mr. Yeats-Brown set out to revisit 
India and to write 100,000 words in four months. The books suffers some- 
what from haste and though there are flashes of the old brilliance there is 
a good deal too much of “Yoga” and the “Yogi” for the average taste. 


Teeling, William. Gods of to-morrow: the story 
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915.6 Morton, H. V. Inthe Steps of St. Paul. Rich and 
Cowan. 


Mr. Morton, who was a fellow-traveller with Mr. St. John Ervine, describes 
in his well-known popular style his journey in the steps of St. Paul, and 
like him yields gracefully to every tempting digression. 


915.69 Ervine, St. John. A Journey to Jerusalem. H. Ha- 


milton. 


Mr. Ervine travelled to Jerusalem to escape the rigours of the English 
spring and the charm of his book lies in his unblushing digressions on 
almost every subject under the sun, but everyone will enjoy the author’s 
pungent and pugnacious common sense. 


916.2 Ludwig, Emil. The Nile: the life story of a river 
from its source to Egypt. Allen@ Unwin. 


This is a new type of historical travel book, the biography of a river in Herr 
Ludwig’s picturesque style. 


919 Moyne, Walter Edward Guinness, Ist baron. Walk- 
about: a journey in lands between the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans; illustrated from photographs by Lady Broughton. 
Heinemann. 


The primary object of Lord Moyne’s journeys to the Netherlands New 
Guinea and the Mandated Territories was in search of ethnological material 
for the British Museum, but valuable as are the results of the expedition to 
science, the book isa first rate account of the difficulties and dangers of 
travel in these half-explored tropical countries. 


919.1 Lockhart, R.H. Bruce. Return to Malaya. Putnam. 


Mr. Lockhart in revisiting the scenes of his romantic youth was risking 
disillusion. He writes of his travels with the glib facility of one who has 
spent six years in Fleet Street and not till he reaches Pantai, the Malay 
village at the foot of the Jelebu mountains, does he recapture the charm 
that made the early chapters of the Memoirs of a British Agent so memorable. 


900 — BIOGRAPHY 


Agate, James. Ego II. Gollancz. 


This is a continuation of Mr. Agate’s autobiography and covers the last 
two years of his life and so probably there will be many more volumes on 
the same scale, full of vitality and gusto, but signifying nothing except an 
infinite capacity for expanding trivial experiences into something that 
looks important and costs 18/. 


Balfour, Arthur James. Arthur James Balfour, 
First Earl of Balfour, by his niece, Blanche G. C. Dugdale. 
Hutchinson. Vol. II. 


Revealing in intimate detail the strength and weakness of Balfour as a politi- 
cian, the second and concluding volume of Mrs. Dugdale’s biography 
covers the period 1906-1930. 
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920 Burton, Sir Richard. ‘The Arabian Knight : a study of 
Sir Richard Burton, by Seton Dearden. Barker. 


The hero of the pilgrimage to Mecca and the journey to Harrar, the dis- 
coverer of Lake Tanganyika, the translator of the Arabian Nights, Burton 
has many titles to fame, but is being rapidly forgotten. Mr. Dearden’s 
able and sympathetic biography should help to bring his achievements 
back into public memory. 


Carson, Edward Henry Carson, baron. Life of 
Lord Carson, by Ian D. Colvin. Gollancz. Vol. III. 


The final volume of Mr. Colvin’s great biography is perhaps the most import- 
ant of the three and will prove indispensable to historians and students of 
the period. 


Chesterton, G. K. Autobiography. Hutchinson. 


Although this biography has been much overpraised because of the almost 
universal affection in which Chesterton was held, it is a disappointing book 
that does less than justice both to his achievements and his Jiterary ability. 


920 Downey, Fairfax. Portrait of an era, as drawn by 
C. D. Gibson : a biography. Scribners. 


Charles Dana Gibson’s eminently successful and respectable life makes 
very dull reading, but Mr. Downey’s book is recommended for its excellent 
reproductions of those remarkable drawings in black and white which for 
25 years dominated American magazine illustration and had a tremendous 
vogue even in England. The illustrations undoubtedly present ‘‘the portrait 
of an era” as seen through the eyes of the kindest of satirists. 


Gordon, Lucie Duff. Lucie Duff Gordon, in England, 
South Africa and Egypt, by Gordon Waterfield. Murray. 


Lady Duff Gordon, whose Letters from the Cape still remains one of the most 
delightful of South African classsics, was a woman far in advance of her age. 
Her name often appears in the letters and diaries of her day, notably in those 
of George Meredith, many of whose heroines took colour either from Lucie 
herself or her equally brilliant daughter Janet Ross. Tennyson, Carlyle, 
Kinglake and Meredith were among her friends. A woman of extraordinary 
gifts (not the least of which was an unsleeping sense of humour) she has 
at last a memorial worthy of her in this lively and entertaining book. 


Hindenburg, Paul von. ‘The wooden Titan, by John 
Wheeler-Bennett. Macmillan. 


An honest biography of the great Field-Marshall exposing the falsity of the 
German legend. ‘‘Hindenburg’s record,’’ says the author, ‘‘is a bad one. 
Ludendorff won his battles for him, and he betrayed Ludendorff; the Kaiser 
made him a Field-Marshall, and he betrayed the Kaiser ; the Right elected 
him in 1925 and he betrayed the Right ; the Left elected him in 1932 and he 
betrayed the Left.” The book is written to substantiate this thesis. 


Marlborough, John Churchill, /st duke of. Marl- 
borough : his life and times, by Winston S. Churchill. Harrap. 
Vol. 3. 


Although originally announced as to be published in two volumes, the 
present large tome is still not the final instalment of this expensive serial 
publication — another fat volume is to follow. Marlborough was undoubt- 
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edly a great man and a great general, and Winston is an interesting if prolix 
writer, but it is conceivable that the public would have been satisfied with 
a monument on a less grandiose scale. 


920 Mitchell, Sir Peter Chalmers. My fill of days. Faber. 


Although Sir Peter Chalmers Mitchell was Secretary of the Zoological 
Gardens from 1903 to 1935 and the founder of Whipsnade, the record of the 
Zoo occupies a comparatively small part in these varied and interesting 
reminiscences which range from journalism under Frank Harris to an 
eye-witness’s account of the Spanish Civil War. 


920 Nijinsky, Vaslav. ‘The Diary of Vaslav Nijinsky, 
edited by Romola Nijinsky. Gollancz. 


The greatest dancer of modern times ended his tragic life in an asylum, but 
this poignant spiritual autobiography, written in the years of his madness, 
is a rare human document, as he himself says ‘‘I am amadman with sense’’. 


920 Paganini, Nicolo. Paganini, the romantic virtuoso, 
by Jeffery Pulver. Herbert Joseph. 


Paganini was probably the greatest violin player in history and though he 
died in 1840 his career(which was almost as remarkable as his playing) is 
already forgotten, though his name is still a synonym for virtuosity. Mr. 
Pulver has written a book whch recreates this amazing and almost fabulous 
figure. 


920 Rhodes, Cecil John. Rhodes Goes North, by J. E. S. 
Green. Bell. 


Though Mr. Green does less than justice to Rhodes either as a man oras a 
politician, his book is a valuable addition to the literature of Rhodesia. 


920 Schreiner, W. P. W.P. Schreiner, a South African, 
by Eric A. Walker. Oxford. 


From the time he entered politics as Rhodes’ Attorney-General until he 
ended as Prime Minister of the Cape, Schreiner was never an enthusiastic or a 
successful politician. Perhaps he was too honest He is remembered to-day 
not as a statesman but as a man of brilliant intellect, public spirit and 
liberality of soul and Professor Walker has added to our debt of gratitude 
by writing an account of his life. 


900 — HISTORY & POLITICS 


940.3 George, David Lloyd. War memoirs of David Lloyd 
George. Ivor Nichoslon & Watson. Vol. 4. 


This final volume brings the magnum opus of the war to its triumphant 
conclusion. 


942.081 Young, G. M. Victorian England : portrait of an age. 
Oxford. 


Reprinted in an expanded form from the chapter which he contributed to 
Early Victorian England (1934), this “‘portrait of an era”’ is a brilliant piece of 
historical writing, scholarly, wise and witty. 


942.082 Chamberlain, Sir Austen. Politics from the inside : 
an epistolary chronicle. Cassell. 
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In this book Sir Austen Chamberlain narrates, through the medium of his 
correspondence with his father, what happened during the fateful years 
1906-1914. Ill-health had forced Joseph Chamberlain to retire from politics, 
but his interest was still as keen as ever and his son, whether in the Cabinet 
or as Leader of the Opposition, was able to keep his father fully posted as to 
all that was goingon. In this way we get the inner history of the period from 


one of the chief actors and intimate portraits of its great figures, Asquith, 
Grey, Balfour, Lloyd George and Carson. 


943.085 Wolf, Theodor. Through two decades. Heinemann. 


As editor of the Berliner Tageblatt before, during and after the war, Mr. 
Wolf was in close touch with German politics, both national and inter- 


national, and in this book, a pendant to his Eve of 1914 he adds some 
valuable footnotes to history. 


946.08 Langdon-Davies, John. Behind the Spanish barri- 
cades. Secker Warburg. 


Mr. Langdon-Davies, who has an intimate knowledge of the Spanish people, 
and who has mingled with the man behind the Government barricades, 
provides the most vivid account of the civil war that has yet appeared. 


963 Steer, G. L. Caesar in Abyssinia. Hodder. 


Mr. Steer’s obvious sympathy for the Abyssinians (“I have seen a child 
nation, ruled by a man who was both noble and intelligent, done brutally 
to death aimost before it had begun to breathe”) does not detract from 
the value of his book which is a history of one of the most deplorable cam- 
paigns in recent times, vividly and honestly presented. Mr. Steer is a South 


African who represented the London Times during the whole course of the 
war. 
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FICTION 

GENERAL 
BEITH, Janet Sand Castle (Hodder & Stoughton) 
BORDEN, Mary Action for Slander (Heinemann) 
BOTTOME, Phyllis Level Crossing (Lane) 
BRITTAIN, Vera Honourable Estate (Gollancz) 
BUCK, Pearl Fighting Angel (Methuen) 
COLLINS, Norman Trinity Town (Gollancz) 
DARK, Eleanor Prelude to Christopher (Collins) 
DUKE, Winifred Long Furrows (Jarrolds) 
FOLDES, Jolanda The Street of the Fishing Cat (Nicholson & Watson) 
GERHARDI, William Of Mortal Love (Barker) 
HAMIL, Katherine Swamp Shadow (Secker) 
IRWIN, Margaret The Stranger Prince (Chatto & Windus) 
JAMESON, Storm Delicate Monster (Nicholson & Watson) 
KEYES, Francis P. Honor Bright (Eyre & Spottiswoode) 
KENNEDY, Margaret ‘Together and Apart (Cassell) 
KNIGHT, Eric Song on your Bugles (Boriswood) 
MACKENZIE, Compton The East Wind of Love 


(Rich & Cowan) 
METCALFE, Thomas W. Quis Separabit 


O’FLAHERTY, Liam Famine (Gollancz) 
OLIVER, Jane Mine is the Kingdom (Collins) 
RAND, Ayn We the Living Constable) 
SINCLAIR, Upton Co-op (Werner Laurie) 
THANE, Elswyth Young Mr. Disraeli (Constable) 
VAUGHAN, Hilda Harvest Home (Gollancz) 
WALLACE, Doreen Old Father Antic (Collins) 
WAUGH, Alec Jill Somerset 


(Cassell) 


(Nicholson & Watson) 
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DETECTIVE STORIES & THRILLERS 


BEEDING, Francis No Fury (Hodder & Stoughton) 
COLE, G. D.H. & M. The Brothers Sackville (Collins) 
DICKSON, Carter The Magic Lantern Murders (Heinemann) 
FARJEON, J. Jefferson Thirteen Guests (Collins) 
FRANKAU, Gilbert Experiments in Crime (Hutchinson) 
GARDNER, Erle Stanley The Case of the Stuttering Bishop (Cassell) 
HUME, David The Crime Combine (Collins) 
QUENTIN, Patrick A Puzzle for Fools (Gollancz) 
SABATINI, Rafael The Fortunes of Captain Blood (Hutchinson) 
SALTMARSH, Max Highly Unsafe (Michael Joseph) 
“SAPPER” Challenge (Hodder & Stoughton) 
“TAFFRAIL” Mid-Atlantic (Hodder & Stoughton) 
WHEATLEY, Dennis The Secret War (Hutchinson) 
WHITE, Ethel Lina The Third Eye (Collins) 
SHORT STORIES 
O’ BRIEN, E. J., ed. The Best Short Stories of 1936: 
English and American (Cape) 
WELLS, H. G. The Croquet Player (Chatto & Windus) 
FOREIGN FICTION (In translation) 

BRUN, Vincenz Alcibiades Forsaken of Gods 

and Men (Putnam) 
DUHAMEL, Georges Salavin (Dent) 
KELLERMANN, Bernhard Song of Friendship (Lane) 
SNOW, Edgar (ed.) Living China ; Modern Chinese 

Short Stories (Harrap) 


With this issue we bid farewell to Mr. Davis, who leaves in March 
for a well-deserved holiday trip, to be spent in the East. We take this oppor- 
tunity of expressing our grateful thanks for his well-selected lists and 
delightful annotations which have been so popular a feature of S. A. L. 
for the past two years. We hope to find a worthy successor to continue 
the quarterly lists. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION SUMMER SCHOOL, 1937 


Preliminary Announcement. 


The Eighth Annual Summer School of Librarianship, arranged by 
the Library Association in co-operation with the University of Birmingham 
and the Birmingham Public Libraries Committee, will be held in Birming- 
ham from August 16th to 28th 1937. 


Students will reside at Chancellor’s Hall (a University Hall of Resi- 
dence) Edgbaston, Birmingham. The Hall stands in extensive ground 
which include lawns and gardens, hard tennis courts, putting greens, fives 
courts, etc. All amenities at the Hall will be at the disposal of Students. 
Charges for board residence will be £4.16.0. for the period of the School ; 
£2.10.0. for one week ; 9 /6 per day. 


The fee for instruction will be 15 /- for the fortnight period ; 10/- for 
a period of one week ; 2 /- for day courses. 


The Scheme for Studies will be based on the syllabus of the Library 
Association and will include : — 


Bibliography and Book Selection; English Literature ; Classification; 
Cataloguing ; Library Administration, including Children’s Libraries 
and Commercial and Technical Libraries ; County Libraries ; Special 
Libraries ; Library Planning ; Printing ; Bookbinding. 


Lectures will be held during the morning sessions, and demonstra- 
tions, practical work and visits to libraries of different types, book binderies, 
printing and process-printing establishments will be arranged for the after- 
noon sessions. 
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Amendments to Syllabus and List of Books | South African Library Association ... 168 
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vereniging in Verband met Boekerye ... | by Ida Theron ... 173 
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